
Bealeswood Common Wildlife  
as reported by the Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group 
(BWRG), April 2024. See also at  www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/wildlife 

Wildflowers and Butterflies (DB, AC and PH) 

 
The predominantly cool, wet and windy weather of April has meant that few 

butterflies have been recorded on our transects. However, off-transect, Orange-
tips and Speckled Woods are flying. We have noted over the years the occurrence 
of Orange-tips coinciding with the flowering of Garlic Mustard and Lady’s Smock 
(or Cuckoo Flower, or Mayflower, or Gilliflower etc.etc.). These species of the 
Brassica family are the food plants of their larvae and female Orange-tips lay their 
eggs near the base of the flower of Garlic Mustard. As we have built up records 
over the years of butterfly flying dates and flowering dates of our wildflowers we 
can see a close correlation of these in April. 

 

 
 

The graph shows the first recorded 
appearances of Lady’s Smock, Garlic 
Mustard flowers and Orange-tip 
butterflies from 2013 to 2023. The 
dates (up the left hand side from 0-20) 
are recorded in weeks of the year, so 
that the first week of January is 1, 
week 14 is first week in April, and 
week 18 is 4th week in April. 
The Orange-tip butterflies show a 
close correlation with the flowering 
times of their larval food plants. 

Male Orange-tip 
feeding on Lady’s 
Smock flowers 
Photo: Alan Cox 
8th April, 2024 



Birds (AC) 

Our two iconic early summer birds arrived in the village in line with their normal 
mid-April timing. The first Cuckoo was heard to the south of the village on the 17th and 
Swallows were reported flying over Bealeswood during that week.  

 Chiffchaff and Blackcap have 
been in full song and have secured 
several territories on the Common. A 
Mistle Thrush sang throughout daylight 
hours on April 12th-13th which             
suggests a new male prospecting for a 
partner. After a lull in March, Nuthatches 
were once more vocal. 

Our diminutive Firecrests have been 
holding territories in two separate 
locations and can be seen in their 
preferred habitats of our conifers. 
Greenfinches have also been evident; a 
male holding territory and at least two 
males and a female on feeders in 
adjacent gardens, perhaps these finches are making  
a recovery? Reports of additional nesting on the Common this year are Bullfinch 
and Stock Dove.  

Further afield in Dockenfield, Skylarks are attempting breeding on farmland 
with seeded arable crops. 

 
Fungi (AA) 

With a cold and wet spring there have not been many fungi to see. The 
usual suspects, such as the Hoof Fungus is a staple perennial on a stump near 
the pond and the Bitter Oysterling is hanging on by a thread in the woodland. The 
Broadleaf Bleeding-crust is spreading along an Oak branch and coating the whole 
of the underside with what appears to be cream-coloured velvet. The Hairy Curtain 
crust has all but gone from the log piles on the main common apart from one small 
sheltered cluster. Most of the Turkey Tail has died back apart from a brand new 
cluster on a dead branch near the top of Lake Lane path. On the brighter side I 
have seen a new species for the common, a lovely Palamino cup (Peziza 
repanda). The St. George's mushroom is, although after its saints day, is still not 
showing, as was also the case last year. 

     

Kestral overflying the Common 
Photo Alex Potts 

Left: Turkey tail 
(Trametes 
versicolor)  
(A. Adolph) 

 Right: Palamino cup 
(Peziza repanda) 
(Wikimedia.org) 

 



Bees (AP) 

 Different species of bees have been making the most of the willow flowers  
on the Common this month.  

   
Ashy Mining Bee          Carder Bee 

      
Vestal Cuckoo Bee                       Honey Bee (photo Alan Cox) 

2024 Nature Walks Programme 
Informal, family-friendly events for which there is no charge. If you are interested let 
the leaders know so they have numbers and can contact you in case of cancellation. 
For all events meet at this notice board on Bealeswood Common.  
Friday 7th June; 20.45 – 22.30. Nightjar & Woodcock walk to Abbots Wood Inclosure. 
Contact Alan Cox: alanfjcox@gmail.com 
Sunday 16th June; 10:00 – 12.00. Wildflowers of Bealeswood. Contact Dan Bosence 
dwjbosence@btinternet.com 
Saturday 29th June; 09:30. Butterfly Walk- Purple Emperor and others. Noticeboard, 
or, 10.00 at Abbots Wood Inclosure carpark – GU10 4AH. Contact Philippa Hall  
phall3422@aol.com 
Saturday 28th September; 09:30-11:00. Small mammals of Bealeswood Common. 
Contact Roger or Jill Trout  troutdpc@gmail.com 
Saturday 26th October; 11:00-12:30. Fungi of Bealeswood Common, and then 
adjourn to the Bluebell. Contact Manda Adolph  amandaadolph@gmail.com 

BWRG: Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin Hall, Alex Potts, Roger & 
Jill Trout and Anne Tutt.  30th April, 2024 

 



 
Moths Recorded at Keeper’s Cottage, Bealeswood Common. 
April 12th 2024  – after a warm sunny day. 
 
Over half of the 22 moth species trapped at Bealeswood Common (on the night of April 
12th) use deciduous oaks as the larval food plant. Though the moths may fly further afield, 
in their earlier stages - as larvae and pupae -  they will have spent time exclusively on the 
Common and therefore can be considered to be resident. 
Drepanidae 
Frosted Green (polyploca ridens) 
Geometridae 
Grey Pine Carpet (Thera obeliscata) 
Red-green Carpet (Chloroclysta siterata) 
Oak-tree Pug (Eupithicea dodoneata) 
Narrow-winged Pug (Eupithecia nanata) 
Marbled Pug (Eupithecia irriguata) 
White-spotted Pug (Eupithecia tripunctaria) 
Brimstone Moth (Opisthograptis luteolata) 
Brindled Beauty (Lycia hirtaria) 
Oak Beauty (Biston strataria) 
Waved Umber (Menophra abruptaria) 
Notodontidae 
Lunar Marbled Brown (Drymonia ruficornis) 
Great Prominent (Peridea anceps) 
Lesser Swallow Prominent (Pheosia gnoma) 
Noctuidae 
Nut-tree Tussock (Colocasia coryli) 
Mullein (Cucullia verbasci) 
Early Grey (Xylocampa areola) 
Pale Pinion (Lithophane socia) 
Clouded Drab ( Orthosia incerta) 
Common Quaker (Orthosia cerasi) 
Small Quaker (Orthosia cruda) 
Hebrew Character (Orthosia gothica) 
Micromoths 
Twenty-plume Moth (Alucita hexadactyla) 
 

 

 

 

Additional photographs from Bealeswood Common taken this April on following pages 

 

 

 



 

From Alan Cox 

English Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 

 

 

 

 



 

Male Orange-tip on Cuckoo Flower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From Alex Potts 

Brown Hairstreak panel of life cycle 

 

 



 

Dark edged Bee fly 

 

 

Grey Patched Mining bee 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Male Orange tip on Lady’;s Smock 

 

 

Peacock on Willow flower 

 

 


