
Bealeswood Common, Wildlife Records 
April 2022 

Flowers 
 More and more spring flowers are being recorded in bloom each week 

as we go through the month. 20 species were flowering in late March and 44 
were recorded in the last week. Three very distinctive and common British 
flowers are now flowering and easy to spot in the fringes of the wooded areas 
of the Common and along the verges to the lanes: English Bluebell, Greater 
Stitchwort and Cow Parsley. The following flowers were recorded in the last 
week of April (9 more than were out than this time in 2021 and 19 more than 
in 2020): 
Lesser Celandine 
Forget-me-nots: 
Blue and white 
Lungwort 
Daffodil* 
Dandelion 
Primrose 
Yellow Archangel 
Solomon’s Seal 
Ground ivy 
Bluebells 
Cuckooflower 
Dog Violet 
Periwinkle* 

Barren 
Strawberry 
Wood Anemone 
Hairy Bittercress 
Daisy 
Herb Robert 
Moschatel 
Dog’s Mercury 
Lords and Ladies 
Groundsel 
Germander 
Speedwell 
Garlic Mustard 
Greater 
Stitchwort 

Bugle 
Red Deadnettle 
Bush Vetch 
Dusky Cranesbill 
Tormentil 
Common Sorrel 
White Deadnettle 
Meadow 
Buttercup 
Cow Parsley 
Meadow Fox Tail 
Field Wood-rush 
Pendulous sedge 
 (* = garden 
escape)

 

Wildlife talks and walks 
All with Steve Luckett who should be contacted for further details on 07530 
044278, except where other contact is given: 
May 12th  19.30. talk and walk at RSPB Farnham Heath about ground nesting 
birds and their management (note; change of time and not at Tilford Institute). 
June 25th 10.00 - 12.00. Wildflowers of Bealeswood Common. Jeffery’s 
Cottage, Bealeswood Lane. GU10 4HS. Numbers restricted to 10. Bookings 
with Dan Bosence at dwjbosence@btinternet.com or 01252 792442.  
July 2nd  9.30. Butterfly walk to see, perhaps, Purple Emperor but certainly 
others. Bealeswood Common noticeboard or 10.00 at Abbots Wood Inclosure 
carpark GU10 4HA until 11.30 . Good paths. Coffee Stop at Alice Holt visitor 
centre after.  
July 22nd  21.30-22.30. Nightjars and other night-time wildlife. Corner car park 
Frensham Common GU10 3DW.  
August 19th  20.30-22.00. Bat walk. Bealeswood Common noticeboard. 
Listening and watching bats at sunset, walking to Frensham Mill and back, 
good paths. 



 
Birds and a Mammal  

April normally records our two iconic birds of the summer and this year 
did not disappoint. The first swallows were seen gliding over Bealeswood 
Common on the 20th and the first Cuckoo was heard on the 21st. However this 
was to the east of the Common and he does not seem to have stayed as he 
has not been heard since. 

Many thanks to Phil Nangle for sending these images taken on a late 
evening/night-time walk over the Common from his thermal camera. Keep an 
eye open on noticeboard for possible future night-time wildlife walks 
(Nightjars/bats/badgers). 

       
Thermal images (darker is hotter, lighter is cooler) in night-time of badger and a roosting 
bird (pigeon or a pheasant?). 
 
Butterflies 
 Recording butterflies on Bealeswood Common for Butterfly Conservation 
started in April (and continues weekly until the end of September).  It was a 
cold start to the month but by the middle of April the following butterflies had 
all been sighted on the common (though not necessarily when walking the 
transect):  Brimstone, Holly Blue, Speckled Wood, Orange Tip, Green-veined 
White, Small White, Large White, Peacock, Comma and Green Hairstreak. 

    
Orange Tip feeding on Cuckooflower.             Green Hairstreak on apple blossom 
(Photo Alan Cox)     (Photo Alex Potts) 
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