Bealeswood Common Wildlife

August 2025
Bees and Butterflies (AP)

In late summer, grassland flowers
such as Knapweed, Fleabane, and
Hawkweed provide essential
resources for pollinators. These
species offer nectar and pollen when
many others have finished flowering.
Fleabane, with its daisy-like blooms,
attracts a range of butterflies and
solitary bees, including the leaf cutter
bee. One of the more common
species in Surrey is the Patchwork
Leafcutter Bee. They resemble
honeybees but carry pollen on a brush
under their abdomen, unlike
honeybees, which use pollen baskets
on their hind legs. The nesting
process of the leaf-cutter bee is
fascinating. The female uses her
strong mandibles to cut neat, circular pieces from leaves or petals, which she
carries back to her nest—often found in hollow stems, wood holes, or bee-hotels
(structures designed to provide nesting and overwintering habitat for solitary bees).
Each leaf piece is used by the bee to build a series of protective cells. Inside each
cell, she places a pollen and nectar mixture as food, lays a single egg on top, and
seals it with another leaf piece. This process
continues until the cavity is full. The larvae
feed on the pollen, pupate in autumn, and
hibernate through winter.

Flowers of the Daisy family (Asteraceae), rich
in nectar, provides an ideal feeding source for
many butterflies on the wing in August. Absent
from the Common for a couple of years, this
year has seen the return of the Small Heath
butterfly. It can be seen fluttering in an erratic
manner low amongst the flowering
asteraceans and fine grasses. A delicate and
often overlooked species its light brown wings
feature a distinctive eyespot on each forewing.
The subtly patterned undersides provide
excellent camouflage among grasses, where it
rests with wings closed, helping it remain
" hidden from predators. Males fiercely defend
= their territory, chasing rivals with spiralling

Patchwork Leafcutter Bee (Megachile centuncularis) on
Common Fleabane (Pulicara dysenterica) - Alex Rotts
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Small Heath (Coenonympha‘ \
pamphilus) on Hawkweed sp. N
(Hieracium agg.) Alex Potts




flight displays showing the rich buttery colour of their upper wings. Once mated,
the females will move away from the males in search of suitable areas to lay their
eggs. Females lay their eggs singly on fine-leaved grasses like fescues and bents.
Once hatched, the caterpillars feed mainly at night before overwintering among the
grass. They pupate the following spring or summer, emerging as adults in up to
three broods in warm summers such as this. The species has suffered significant
declines in recent decades and is classified as a priority species for conservation.
Its quiet, unobtrusive presence serves as a valuable indicator of healthy grassland
ecosystems.

Holly Blue (Celestrinia argiolus l =
on Fleabane - Alan Cox

Brown Argus (Aricia agestis) on Fleabane - Alex Potts

Swallows (AC)

Swallows are integral
to an English Summer.
One blue sky morning
this month they
massed over the lower
Common and in the
evening were here
above where you are
standing now. Not local
individuals but many
families defying an
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lack the elongated tail feathers of the adults and
are easily mistaken for House Martins of which we
sadly now see so few. On moody evenings with
sullen skies, devoid of insects, the nearby
meadows play host to breath-taking aerobatics
- from feeding adult swallows, skimming the grass
y tops for low flying insects. In a few weeks’ time
- they will migrate south to Spain then Africa.




Galls (AC)

The oblique rays of evening
sunlight create glowing red
hotspots across the
Common’s grasslands. The
sources of this radiance are
prickly hair excrescences
formed on young wild roses
that have self-seeded in the
sward. They are known as
Robin’s Pincushion Galls.
They are formed when a tiny
Gall wasp predate the wild
rose and buries its eggs [EFSEEIEE-
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which mimics the growth
enzymes of the plant to provide the building material for a spherical shell with stickly
hairs as its outer defence, they overwinter here, pupate and will appear next May
as adult wasps. Galls apparently are frequent when plants are under stress, for
example in times of drought as we are currently experiencing. The name Robin's
Pincushion can only be traced back to 1836 (OED) but refers to Robin Goodfellow
aka Puck (mischievous fairy) of medieval tales and not to the shade of red which
would pass for the bird's red-breast.

Bat Walk (DB)

Caroline and James Fillingham of the Surrey Bat Group started with an illustrated
talk on bat biology; long-lived (<15 years), 1 birth p.a. (hence populations recover
slowly if disturbed or isolated from their social group). Common misconceptions
were corrected: bats are not blind; they fly by day too; tangle your hair? — a myth.
Bat populations are declining nationally but by creating biodiverse gardens rich in
insect populations you can help, in addition donate to the Surrey Bat group
(https://www.emagiving.com/campaign/qgift/surrey-bats-donate). As the light faded,
James issued electronic detectors for a walk around the Common then along the
bridle path to Frensham Mill pond. The most frequent clicks from the detectors
came from our abundant population of grasshoppers on the Common but Soprano
and Common Pipistrelles were seen and heard. Common Noctule and Myotis bats
were also detected. Numbers appeared down from the 2023 bat walk but they may
just have been resting up ...or rather upside down.

Autumn fungi walk (AA) amandaadolph@gmail.com

This popular walk, led by Manda Adolph, starts from the Notice Board at 10:30
Saturday 11th October until 12:00. Book, as above, giving your contact details, how
many attending, also indicate if you require a lunch reservation at the Bluebell.

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG)
Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin
Hall, Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tutt
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mailto:amandaadolph@gmail.com

Dragonflies (AC)

ern Hawker Aeshna cyanea

The restoration of Bealeswood pond has revived interest in studying biodiversity in the habitat. A
brief stopover of an Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator) in June led to further observations of other
large dragonflies but frustratingly (for photographers at least) they were often on the move.
Dragonflies are arguably among the most versatile fliers of the animal kingdom with two pairs of
wings that can be swivelled to affect a perfect stationary hover for erratic periods of jinking flight. So,
photography should be a piece of cake?— not so. Working behind the lens it seemed impossible to
achieve a focus at close range as the dragonfly cavorted in mesmerising manoeuvres. Arms wearied
the photographer sloped shoulders only to find the insect whirring inches away. Hawkers frequented
the pond throughout August; extraordinarily territorial, intruders were seen off after prolonged fierce
combat. The occasional successful photo revealed the species as Southern Hawker (Aesha cyanea)
likely bred in Bealeswood Pond, which is stagnant enough for larvae to prosper. They hunt frequently
across the Common, well into the twilight, when they appear ghostlike to lingering walkers.

Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea Alan Cox




