Bealeswood Common Wildlife

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG), August 2024
See also at www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/wildlife

Information Board for Bealeswood Common

If you are not reading this on-line then you will have already appreciated our new
Information Board. We would like to thank our Warden (Vicky Keller) for obtaining
funds for this from Waverley Borough Council and for inviting our input into the
design and text, and photographs from BWRGs Alan, Alex and Amanda.

Working Party to help with habitat management on the Common: 10.00 am, Sunday
17" November. Meet at the bench and noticeboard, suitably clothed and shod.

Exhibition

Photographers and artists will be featuring Bealeswood wildlife at “The Art and Craft
of our Parish” being held at the Church of the Good Shepherd, The Street,
Dockenfield, GU104HU. Saturday and Sunday 19" - 20" October, 10.00 till 4.00.

Upcoming Nature Walks

Informal, family-friendly events, for which there is no charge. Our final two walks of the
year are listed below. Please contact the leader then arrive at the stated time near the
noticeboard and seat at the top of the Common.

Saturday 28th September; 09:30-11:00. Small mammals of Bealeswood Common.
Contact Roger or Jill Trout: troutdpc@gmail.com

Saturday 26th October; 11:00-12:30. Fungi of Bealeswood Common, adjourn to
the Bluebell. Contact Manda Adolph: amandaadolph@gmail.com

Flowers (DB)

The peak flowering period on our Common carried on this year through July, and into
early August with 80-90 species recorded in bloom. In this last month of summer the
large grassy areas of the Common appear purple with flowering Knapweed and
Betony alongside vetches, thistles, willow herbs, clovers, and members of the
Dandelion family.

At this time of year, these late-summer flowers, are joined by some later flowering
patches of Harebell (above path through to Lake Lane), Devil’s-bit Scabious and two
probable garden escapes are also starting to bloom;
pink Cyclamen and orange and red Crocosmia
(Montbretia). Knapweed is a magnet for charms of
Goldfinches feeding on their fine seeds. This
spectacular finch also feeds on our thistles,
dandelions and docks. Our Knapweed is a reliable
food source for them as their flowering periods have
remained remarkably constant (15-16 weeks of pL &
flowering) over the past 15 years of our records. £33

Goldfinch feeding on dock seeds Qv', .
(photo: Alex Potts) ~ ;




Butterflies (PH)

Most of the expected species for July and August were recorded: Orange-tips,
Skippers, Marbled Whites, Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns, Speckled Woods and
Purple Hairstreaks, but with fewer compared with last year. Earlier, we were
concerned about the non-appearance of the Common Blue (a double brooded
butterfly usually first seen in May/June). However, the July/August brood hatched,
and the numbers are promising. This means, of course, that some of the early brood
survived long enough to breed, even though we did not see them. Brown Argus have
also appeared in August, seen and also photographed. The Small Copper, though,
has not yet been recorded but may yet make an appearance.

Common Blues (female at back, male in front)  Brown Argus on gras Head

on Knapweed (photos Alex Potts)

A moth trap was run in August on land adjacent to Bealeswoood Common which
yielded 46 species, before their release; 13 new for Bealeswood. Full list of species
appended at end of this notice at www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/wildlife

Spiders (AC)

Darren Hill (a Waverley Ranger) kindly carried out a spider survey this month using a
sweep net and then vacuum capture. Not the best month for spiders, but 15 species
recorded within a few meters of the
bench/noticeboard. This included two of
Britain’s three, diminutive, Pachygnatha
species, or long-jawed orb-weaving
spiders; some of which play a huge role
in aphid control. Others included the
Candy-Striped and Cricket Bat Spiders
(named after their abdominal patterning)
and the funnel web of a Labyrinth
Spider, a predator of our grasshoppers
(photo opposite -Alex Potts).




Bees (AP)
Our bees have been busy on the August flowers, as captured by Alex Potts:

Carpenter in Harebell ~ Wilkes Mining on Trefoil Wool carder on Betony Bufftail on Wood sage

Birds (AC, PC)

Young Goldfinches have been feeding regularly this month, easily outnumbering
adults. Clearly a good breeding season, max count reported to me by Dan was 50
plus. The attraction of Bealeswood is the abundance of seed heads. And this same
food brought in up to six Linnets, unusual on Bealeswood. Both species need to
make good before the cut in September. Nuthatches have become more vocal
revealing the usual strong population. There is almost a constant overhead presence
of Swallows (max 20). The now very scarce Spotted Flycatcher was watched on the
Innums trail, possibly it bred there but like Swallows the migration south has just
begun. Our autumnal/wintering birds begin to arrive, Lapwings are back on fields just
east of Lower Bealeswood (max 12).

However, the most exciting bird news of the month comes from nearby Sandy Lane,
where Emma Campbell has heard two Little Owls call at night. Often people mistake
the “kee-vick” normal spring call of the Tawny with the “cooh-up” of the Little Owl.
Listening to recordings (see www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife) to differentiate and
identify the now rarer Little Owl, as both are vocal at this time.

Also seen and captured by Alex and her camera this month:

Female Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) Wren (Troglodytes tg/odytes)

BWRG: Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa &
Colin Hall, Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tutt. 28" August, 2024



Moth list at Keeper’s Cottage, Bealeswood, 06.08.2024

Tortricidae
Netted Tortrix Acleris Forsskaleana
Pyralidae
Long-legged Tabby Synaphe punctalis
Crambidae
Pale-streaked Grass- Agriphila selasella
moth
Drepanidae
Oak Hook-tip Watsonalla binaria
Peach Blossom Thyatira batis
Sphingadae

Pine Hawk-moth

Sphinx pinastri

Elephant Hawk-moth

Deilephila elpenor

Geometridae

Single-dotted Wave

ldaea dimidiata

Riband Wave

Idaea aversata

Maiden's Blush

Cyclophora punctaria

Sharp-angled Carpet

Euphyia unangulata

Pine carpet

Pennithera firmata

Small Seraphim

Pterapherapteryx sexalata

Clouded Border

Lomaspilis marginata

Horse Chestnut

Pachycnemia hippocastanaria

Brimstone Moth

Opisthograptis luteolata

Dusky Thorn

Ennomos fuscantaria

September Thorn

Ennomos erosaria

Peppered Moth

Biston Betularia

Willow Beauty

Peribatodes rhomboidaria

Common Wave

Cabera exanthemata

Notodontidae

Pebble Prominent

Notodonta ziczac

Swallow Prominent

Pheosia tremula

Lesser Swallow Pheosia gnoma

Prominent

Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina
Erebidae

Straw Dot Rivuala sericealis

Black Arches Lymantria monacha

Yellow Tail Euproctis similis

Rosy Footman Miltochrista miniata

Dingy Footman Eilema griseola

Scarce Footman Eilema complana

Light Crimson Underwing | Catocala promissa
Noctuidae

Spectacle Abrostola tripartita

Silver-Y Autographa gamma

Nut-tree Tussock

Colocasia coryli

Copper Underwing

Amphipyra pyramidea




Uncertain/rustic

Hoplodrina octogenaria/Hoplodrina
blanda

Straw Underwing

Thalpophila matura

Lesser Common Rustic

Mesapamea didyma

Cloaked minor

Mesoligia furuncula

Dun-bar

Cosmia trapezina

Shuttle-shaped Dart

Agrotis puta puta

Flame Shoulder

Ochropleura plecta

Large Yellow Underwing

Noctua pronuba

Six-striped Rustic

Xestia sexstrigata

Setaceous Hebrew
Character

Xestia c-nigrum




