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Summer seems to have finally arrived in Dockenfield. If you count a couple of bright, hot, sunny days and 
rather more warm humid cloudy or rainy days. Dockenfield Day remained dry if a little cloudy and so far 
the BWRG have been lucky with generally good weather for their walks programme. Do join them if you 
can for some upcoming autumn highlights. And check out the fabulous Remembering Dockenfield Day 
article on p4 for a trip down memory lane.                                                                                    The DNL team 

Bealeswood Common Wildlife Walks 
Why not go wild with your local wildlife experts on Bealeswood Common in the heart of Dockenfield? 
Each year members of the Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG) hold wildlife walks on the 
Common covering a range of different topics. So, if you are interested in birds, butterflies, wildflowers, 
fungi or small furry mammals why not join these walks as they are local, family friendly and FREE! 

So far this year we have held 4 successful walks starting with one for early risers to hear the dawn chorus 
on International Dawn Chorus Day (5th May). We heard the songs of no less than 33 different birds in a 
gentle walk around the Common. Our next walk in early June took us to Alice Holt Forest to hear and see 
two iconic birds of the early evening; woodcocks and nightjars. June is the best time to see the amazing 
diversity of wildflowers on the Common and we were not disappointed. A party of 10 and one very well-
behaved dog saw about 80 different flowers that grow in the grasslands, the boggy areas, the pond 
margins and some prolific verges (i.e. those that were not strimmed!). Finally, another visit to Alice Holt 
was made to see if we could experience the most spectacular of our British butterflies- the Purple Emperor. 
Yet again, we were successful, and as well as 12 other butterflies, we saw “His Imperial Majesty” flying 
down from the tree tops to show-off his dazzlingly deep purple upper wings. 

If this sounds interesting, then why not join us for the final 

two walks of the year? All you need to do is contact the leader 

and turn up at the stated time near the notice board and seat at 

the top of the Common: Saturday 28th September; 09:30-11:00. 

Small mammals of Bealeswood Common. Contact Roger or Jill 

Trout: troutdpc@gmail.com   

Saturday 26th October; 11:00-12:30. Fungi of Bealeswood 

Common, and then adjourn to the Bluebell. Contact Manda 

Adolph: amandaadolph@gmail.com                 Dan Besance 

Photo: Pauline Cox  
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Rainfall Totals. 

Thank you to Jack Bessant for continuing to supply us with rainfall data.  The recordings for the last 
three months are below along with a comparison to 2023 for your interest. 
 
2024 April    74.7mm May     59.4mm June     15.6mm 

2023 April    75.9mm May     37.5mm June     18.9mm 
 

 

  

 
Frensham Fayre Rose Show 

 
As everyone will know the Frensham Fayre 
held last month had ‘mixed weather’ – hot 
sunshine and torrential downpours!  In the 
main marquee the FHDS Rose competition 
went ahead with a fabulous display of roses in 
five different classes.  

 
Categories were open to members and non-
members and all entries were voted for by 
visitors to the Fayre.  There were a total of five 
classes and in total we received 63 different 
entries, from 21 entrants and a staggering 894 
votes were cast.  

 

 Winners of the classes were: 
 

Class 1:  Most scented rose – Jane Thorne 
 
 Class 2:  Best rose bud – Penny Hearn 
 
Class 3:  Most unusual rose – Jane Thorne 
 
Class 4: Most romantic rose – Lyn Curtis 
 
Class 5: Best wedding buttonhole – Sharon Turner-
Mumford 
 
The member with the most points overall was Jane 
Thorne who won the Perrin.  The non-member with 
the greatest number of votes was Susan Gardner 
who won free membership of FDHS for a year.  
Both winners also won a rose plant donated by Seale 
Rose Nurseries and each of the class winners also 
collected a prize for their winning entry. 

 
Neil Mumford.  Frensham & Dockenfield 

Horticultural Society.  https://fdhs.org.uk 
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News from Dockenfield Parish Council. 

Firstly, for your information. All Parish Council meetings are held in the Church of the Good Shepherd.  

If any residents wish to speak at the meeting or bring any issues or ideas to our attention there is always a 

slot in the agenda for you, but please could you advise the Clerk beforehand. 

The agenda can be found on the Parish Council website a week before the meeting. Our web address is 

www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk. 

Alternatively, if you have any questions you would like discussed at the meeting, please contact the Clerk 

at dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Annual General meeting. 

There was smaller than usual turnout for the AGM back in May. Despite this, the Chairman’s report was 

well received. We were very grateful to Roy Waight who agreed to be our guest speaker and who gave an 

informative and fascinating talk about Pauline Baynes.  

The extraordinarily wet winter weather has been responsible for a minor delay to the drainage works 

which are planned for Hatch Field. We are hopeful that they will still be able to complete the drainage 

works for us this year. 

We are finalising plans for the new fencing for the southern boundary of Fritz’s Field and for the weather 

proofing to the surfaces under the gates in Hatch Field. 

DPC have agreed to host a guided walk around Dockenfield for The Surrey Hills Society, an independent 

charity which encourages people and families to explore the outstanding landscape of the Surrey Hills. We 

are honoured to be asked to host one of the charity’s walking events. 

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates. 

Tuesday 3rd September, 8pm at The Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Amanda Adolph (dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com) and Jessica Hobday 

(dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk) 

 
 

 

Save the Date: Dockenfield Village Christmas Drinks. 

Sat 14th Dec 2024 
 

 

Mark your calendars for December 14th, 2024! We are excited to announce the Dockenfield Village 
Christmas Drinks, a cherished highlight of our village calendar. This festive gathering will take place at the 
Good Shepherd Church and is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the village to come together, 
celebrate the season, and get into the Christmas spirit. 

Join us for an evening of joy, laughter, and community camaraderie. More details will be given in the next 
DNL. We look forward to seeing you there!                                                                 
 

  Activities Committee 
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Remembering Dockenfield Day; 43 years of village history.  

A group of people have contributed their memories of Dockenfield Day over the years.  It is thought 

that the first Dockenfield Day was held in 1981, and Diana Parratt, a founding organiser of the event in 

1981, has kindly shared some early photographs.  

Special mention should be made for the outstanding commitment to Dockenfield Day from Mark 

Vardy for his “Bash the Rat”. He was manning it at our first Dockenfield Day and again this year, a few 

days after his 90th birthday, he was climbing that ladder and dropping the tattered rodent down the 

drain pipe with a wry smile on his face in full knowledge that it is rarely hit as it shoots out the bottom 

of the pipe.  Mark remembers using an old door and a spare piece of drainpipe for the stall, and Sally 

made the Rat which has been repaired on many occasions (and replaced once). 

Dan Bosence recollects that he initially ran the treasure hunt garden and then decided it would be fun 

to have a slippery pole challenge.  This was constructed from a smoothed pole trimmed from a pine 

tree he had had cut down in his garden and completed with crossed posts, two step ladders and 

several old mattresses from the Bordon dump. Armed with a pillow, each contestant would edge 

towards each other before raining down blows and scattering feathers before the unlucky looser hit the 

old mattresses. It would never pass a health and safety assessment today, but nobody was hospitalised, 

and a lot of people had fun bashing their friends, family and neighbours and watching them fall in 

their defeat. 

The Plant Stall started in the early ‘90s with Pam Hibbert, assisted by Agnes Stock and Anne Johnson, 
both keen gardeners, and Agnes also organised our village paper round from her garage in Frensham. 
Plants were donated from the village, enough to fill one table, and takings are remembered as being 
less than £100. Since then, the stall has been mostly run by Pam, Sandy Taylor, Alison and Dan Bosence 
and has expanded to 4 tables.  Most of the plants are raised by the team plus donations so perennial 
flowers and soft fruit are divided and re-potted over the winter and vegetable seed sowing starts in 
February with tomatoes, winter greens and chillies followed by beans, courgettes, sweet corn, annual 
flowers etc.  

The most unusual year was 2020 when Covid cancelled D-Day. In addition, garden centres were closed 
and online ordering went crazy. Where were our gardeners going to get their veg plants? Fortunately, 
Dan had a seed order that had already arrived and so decided to sow all the veg as per normal and 
arrange selling as best as he could depending on prevailing regulations (he wrly states that with 
hindsight, he could have just arranged a vegetable selling party!). With Dockenfield News still running, 
and email contacts it was arranged to sell the veg over a couple of days from his home with timed and 
2-meter-separated buyers in the drive and £350 was raised for the Covid Reception Centre at the Vine, 
Aldershot. 

Over the years our takings have risen gradually to between £5-600 and this is fed into the 
Entertainments Committee for running village events. We believe we are the second highest fund raiser 
on the Day after the bar, but a sobering thought is that inflation calculators show that £500 is about the 
same value as £100 had been in 1980. 
 
Jill Trout remembers Nancy Taylor washing the bunting, and events such as Fancy Dress parades, 
Coconut Shy and “throw the welly”, winding up with social events in the  evening. 
 

Research into the DNL archives mentions painting competitions, skittles, presentations by local 
beekeepers groups and a profit of £130 in 1981! 
 

Special mention must be made of the renowned Human Fruit Machine, designed and built by John 
Taylor, a stall which continues to be a favourite and has been copied worldwide in the intervening 
years.  He also created a mystic fortune teller’s tent titled Clara-voient. 

With thanks to Mark Vardy, Sally Vardy, Dan Bosence Alison Bosence, Pam Hibbert, Diane 

Parratt, Sandy Taylor and Jill and Roger Trout 
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Raising the first Dockenfield Day marquee on 14th 
May 1981 with Fred French, Gordon Clements, 
Harold Parratt, Michael Alexander and Alan 
Mullen. Does anyone recognise the un-named girl? 

photo Diane Parratt 

 

Peter Hoyte’s ice-cream tricycle and kids watching 

Morris dancers  

photo Diane Parratt 

                      

 

Keeping Tradition Alive at the Dockenfield Fete 

As many of you know, Seb Fox used to chair the activities meeting before Pam and I took over. Under his 
guidance, and continuing with our efforts, the fete has always aimed to maintain a traditional feel while 
keeping prices as low as possible. This event is very much rooted in community spirit and goodwill, rather 
than commercial interests. 

We are proud to feature steadfast stalls such as Plants, Toys, Bash The Rat, and the Human Fruit Machine, 
to name just a few. These beloved attractions embody the essence of our fete, providing enjoyment and a 
sense of continuity year after year. 

While we cherish tradition, we have also introduced some exciting updates. We try and have a band to 
help liven up the fete, additionally, you can now pay for the Bar and BBQ by card, making transactions 
more convenient. We try and add a different stall each year. In the past we have had stalls such as 
“Formula Pig” - Essentially toy pig race, Basket Ball challenges, Art and Craft Stalls, Nerf Gun Alley, beat 
the goalie, stocks , pole jousting etc. The ale at the bar changes depending on the best local beer available at 
the time, ensuring a delightful variety for our beer enthusiasts. 

The fete is an excellent opportunity for villagers to come together, chat, and strengthen our community 
bonds. Despite operating on a very small pitch, the combined efforts and enthusiasm of our residents make 
the fete a truly great event. 

Roly Miles 
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Dockenfield Fete 2024: A Fabulous Community Celebration 

On June 8th, Dockenfield transformed into a hub of laughter, fun, and community spirit as villagers came 
together to celebrate the annual fete. This year's event was nothing short of spectacular, filled with 
activities and merriment for all ages. 

We were fortunate with the weather, which stayed dry for the duration of the fete. The clear skies and mild 
temperatures provided the perfect backdrop for the day's activities, allowing everyone to fully enjoy the 
outdoor festivities. 

The bar was flowing with a variety of drinks, keeping everyone refreshed throughout the day, while the 
BBQ was a central attraction. The aroma of sizzling butchers' burgers and sausages wafted through the air, 
tempting attendees to indulge in the delicious offerings. The BBQ team did a fantastic job, ensuring 
everyone had a taste of these mouth-watering treats.  

Each year, we strive to add new stalls to keep everyone's interest piqued. This year, we introduced the 
football and Nerf Gun stalls, which were a great success. It was fantastic to see both children and adults 
enjoying these new additions. Additionally, the plant stall attracted a good line of interest, showcasing a 
variety of beautiful plants for gardening enthusiasts. And of course, the ice creams were flowing, providing 
a refreshing treat that was enjoyed by both young and old. 

One of the highlights of the day was undoubtedly the children's races. It was heart warming to see so many 
young ones taking part and enjoying the experience, their enthusiasm and smiles lighting up the event. The 
races were a spectacle, drawing cheers and applause from parents and onlookers alike. 

The success of the fete was truly a collective effort, and it simply couldn't have happened without the 
dedication and hard work of our villagers. From setting up early in the morning to running the stalls and 
ensuring everything was cleared up afterward, the community's gallant efforts were evident at every turn. 
A massive thank you goes out to everyone who contributed their time and energy to make the fete a real 
family event for everyone. Additionally, a big thank you to everyone who donated generously to our raffle 
prizes, which added an extra layer of excitement to the day. 

A special mention must go to some of our younger villagers who stepped up to run several stalls. Their 
pride and dedication were evident, and they succeeded in making their stalls a big hit. It was wonderful to 
see the younger generation taking an active role and contributing to the fete's success. 

A big shout out to the band that played some fabulous jazz music to help lift the fete in its last hours. Their 
performance added a vibrant and lively atmosphere, ensuring that the event ended on a high note. 

As always, we need more people to join the committee to allow us to provide the village with more fun 
events. If you would be interested in joining, please e-mail us at: dockenfield.activities@gmail.com. Your 
involvement would be greatly appreciated and would help us continue to create memorable events for the 
community. 

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers, participants, and attendees. Your support and 
enthusiasm made this year's fete a truly memorable event. Here's to many more fabulous community 
gatherings in the future!                                                                                                    

Activities Committee 
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Frensham Royal British Legion Club 

Upcoming events: 

 Second Thursday every month 7.30pm: Music Night - anyone is welcome to come along and 
perform, or just turn up to listen to a variety of live music. 
 

 Saturday 10 August 8.30pm: Live music from Crowd Sauce.  A covers band who are proving very 
popular in pubs and clubs in Surrey and Hampshire.  They play a selection of rock, blues and pop 
favourites from the 70’s, 80’s and ‘90’s so this should be another fantastic evening – get ready to 
dance! 

 

 Sunday 25 August 11am to 4pm: Food & Craft Market.  We have a great selection of stalls offering 
handmade crafts (candles, decoupage, bags, jewellery, cards + soaps), local produce (craft beer, 
jams, honey, chutney) and others.  There will also be weaving demonstrations, a barbeque, sweet 
treats and an ice cream van will be attending.  Do come to browse and buy – you are bound to find 
something for yourself or a gift – it will be only four months to Christmas! 

 

 Saturday 5 October 7.30pm: Beetle Drive and Supper organised by Rev Jane Walker and Harry 
Glover.  Tickets will be on sale nearer the time. 

 

 Saturday 12 October 7.30pm: Quiz organised by Harry Glover – all welcome – teams of up to six. 
 

 Saturday 19 October 7.30pm: Harvest Home – the annual fun auction to raise funds for the Poppy 
Appeal and the Legion club. 

 

 Saturday 26 October 8pm: Halloween Night – disco and karaoke with the ever popular Buffalo 
Bill. 

Janet Caiger 

Frensham & Dockenfield Village Lunch 

Please note there is no admission before 11.15 am as we need to get set up. 

The meal for August will be Jacket potato and various fillings with the normal range of puddings to 

choose from and the charity stall will be the Church Fabric. 

 

September will be Lasagne, garlic bread and salad with the Kingsley 

Centre as the charity 

October will be Cottage pie with vegetarian alternative and the 

charity is St Mary’s Trust. 

Pam Watmore 
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The Art and Craft of Our Parish, 2024 

Saturday and Sunday, 19-20 October.  10am – 4pm  

The Church of the Good Shepherd, Dockenfield   

‘Back by popular demand’ is a heavily overused phrase, but in this case, it couldn’t be more true. 

After the resounding success of the inaugural show in October 2022, which saw over six hundred 

visitors, we are thrilled to announce the second edition of “The Art and Craft of Our Parish” on the 

19th and 20th October 2024. 

Once again, we are assembling a fabulous and diverse selection of artists and craft makers, all of 

whom reside within our parish boundary. The exhibition will feature an array of local talents 

showcasing their unique creations in various disciplines, including painting, jewellery, ceramics, 

pyrography, mosaics, photography, sculpture, drawing, knitwear, weaving, and needlework. There 

will be something to interest everyone, including a special display by St Mary’s school, Frensham. A 

new 2025 wildlife calendar will also be for sale. 

A Vital Community Fundraiser 

This event not only provides a platform to meet and support talented local artists and crafters but 

also serves as a crucial fundraiser. The village of Dockenfield lacks a community centre, making the 

church hall an essential venue for local clubs and gatherings. All profits from the event will go 

towards the upkeep of The Good Shepherd and St. Mary’s Church. 

General Admission: 

Admission to the exhibition is free, though donations are welcome as part of the fundraising efforts. 

Refreshments, including homemade cakes, teas, coffee, and soup with a roll, will be available to 

purchase. 

Friday Night Fundraising Preview: 

Join us for a special preview evening on Friday 18th from 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm. This exclusive event 

includes drinks and canapés, allowing you to view the exhibits before the general opening, with the 

artists contributing raffle prizes. Tickets for the preview are £15 per person and can be purchased at 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/frensham-pcc/t-gamgpyl 

For more information, please email: dockenfieldartsandcrafts@gmail.com             Alison Bosence 

Join us for a weekend celebrating the incredible artistic and 

crafting talent within our parish. Your support helps maintain 

vital community spaces and promotes the rich local culture of 

Frensham, Dockenfield and the surrounding area. 

Credit. Lynne Thomas 
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To Say “Thank you” to Mary Embling – A Life of Love Well Lived. (Submitted by her husband, David) 

Mary Heather Baker started life on 15th May 1943. She lived with her parents in Weydon Hill Road in 
Farnham. 

As a Farnham Girl, she loved her town, especially as it was, back then. She threw herself into community 
life, joining the girl guides and later becoming a leader with her local Brownies group. She also attended her 
local Youth Club, a decision which led to her first meeting with David. 

Mary was just 15 years old when the Youth Club organised a trip to Frensham Little Pond. Mary and her 
best friend Wendy arrived at the pond with the rest of the Youth Club. They were standing looking a little 
lost when David approached them and asked if they would like to take a trip out onto the pond in a 
rowboat. 

The girls were delighted and accepted his invitation. The three of them whiled away the next hour chatting 
nonstop as they floated gently in the sunshine. All too soon their time was up, but loathed to part company, 
they got back on their bicycles and returned to Weydon Hill Road with David accompanying them. They 
saw Wendy safely home first and as David escorted Mary home, they arranged to meet up again the next 
week. 

The agreed upon date came around and David called in on Mary, of course, he had to meet Mary’s Mum 
and Dad. After formal introductions and many, many questions, (they wanted to know all about him), they 
all sat down together and chatted away the afternoon until it was time to go. 

The next visit turned the tables and Mary visited David’s home to meet Mum and Dad Embling. That visit 
too, went very well. They saw each other regularly and their relationship was progressing well when 
suddenly the young couple were separated. In 1960 David was called upon to do his National Service. He 
was away from home for two years. After a period of training David was posted to Aden and although he 
wrote regularly, letters took two weeks to get home. 

Eventually in 1962 David returned home for good. Mary and David resumed their relationship and soon 
David asked her to marry him. They got engaged but Mary’s father insisted that they wait to be married 
until Mary was 21. 

On 9th October 1965 David married Mary at St. Thomas on the Bourne and they went to live at 2 
Mountview, Batts Corner, Dockenfield. 

Mary got a job with Peggy Ward in Farnham where she worked for the next two years until she fell 
pregnant with their first child, Christopher. After Christopher was born Mary stayed at home to look after 
him and in due course Richard was born to complete the family. 

The boys got older, and Mary decided to return to work. She applied for a job at BCA in Hindhead and as 
she had learned how to drive, she was able to drive herself to work. She started off as a tea lady, but they 
saw her potential and soon moved her into the office where she sorted out the paperwork for the car sales 
and on occasion helped the police to find cars that had been stolen. 

Late in 1986, early 1987 David started his furniture restoration business. He named it “The Cabinet Repair 
Shop” and Mary came to work with him running the office. They worked together for many happy years 
and when David reached the age of sixty-six, they decided to retire together. They handed the business over 
to their son Christopher who had trained as a cabinet maker to follow in his dad’s footsteps. 

Mary was a keen member of the WI, and she loved her local group at Frensham. She was also an active 
member of the Frensham History Group. She made friends wherever she went. 

In later years Mary became weaker and had to give up a lot of things that she loved, but David remained 
her constant companion and they spent all their time together.  On 6th November 2023 Mary took to her 
bed. On November 9th Mary was taken to Frimley Park Hospital, and sadly passed away that night. She 
was 80 years old.                                                                                                                  With love from David. 
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Dockenfield Food Bank.  Please do keep donating 
  
We would firstly like to thank everyone for their very generous contributions. Each one, no matter how big 
or small, is greatly appreciated. 
  
All contributions of non-perishable items are hugely welcome provided they are within date, hygiene 
products are also welcomed including children's toothbrushes, toothpaste and sun lotion.  
  
We know that it is not always easy for everyone to get out and about (or find Keepers Cottage) but if you 
would like to make a donation in any way, we are always happy to come and collect please call 07710294690 
or email jonessf@btinternet.com 
  
How to find us: Keepers Cottage, Bealeswood Common. You can walk here via Bealeswood Lane, or if 
driving, postcode GU10 4EX takes you to the Bluebell pub. Leave the pub on your left and drive down the 
bridlepath to an electric wooden gate. The button for access is on the right-hand pillar. Drive/walk in and 
keep to the left. There is a garage with a 'lean to' ahead. Please place any donations in the container in the 
'lean to'. For cash donations, please use the post box located at the main entrance to the property, and we 
will happily do the shopping based on the food banks need for that month. 
  
Please can we reassure everyone that there are no dogs on the property, it is purely an old sign from many 
years ago!  
  
Thank you for your support 
  

Stephen & Fiona Jones  

 

Saturday 12th October - 7:30 for 8pm at Frensham 

Royal British Legion Club 

Harry and Liz Glover will be running another Quiz, on 

Saturday 8th October, to raise funds for the Alzheimer’s 

Society.  

All welcome – Teams of up to 6 people – Entry £5-00 per 

person. 

As always, there will be a Bar (at Club prices not pub 

prices!) and Raffle, for which donations of prizes are 

welcome! 

Sadly, Alzheimer’s is a disease for which (as yet) there is no cure, and it’s a disease that impacts on many 

of our lives in one way or another. A huge amount of research is underway worldwide (some of which Liz 

is involved in) so hopefully a cure will be found. 

 Harry Glover 
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Men’s Night at the Bluebell 

Join us for a convivial evening with other villagers on the second Thursday of every month for Men's 
Night.  We meet at the Bluebell from 8.00pm onwards for food and drinks.  If you are not currently on the 
email list to receive reminders, please contact me at  sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk and I will add you. 

 

Seb Fox 

Comings and Goings in Dockenfield. 

Leaving Dockenfield 

 
Guy Jackson, is leaving Lake Cottage, Dockenfield to relocate to working within his firm, CMC Markets’ 
Dubai offices and to join his son Tom who also lives in Dubai (whatever could possibly go wrong)!   Guy 
would like to send farewell wishes to his village friends, neighbours and locals of the Bluebell!  When we 
moved into Lake Cottage, on the 11th August 2000 with two young sons, I was slightly nervous about 
bringing the family to a semi rural location with no facilities apart from a village church and a closed 
down pub.  24 years later, I can confidently say, there is no better place to bring up a family than 
Dockenfield with the local community being a major part of family life and lifelong friends made along 
the way.   
 
If you know of any new people who have moved in and would like a DNL welcome, please contact the 
editorial team.  dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com 

 
Frensham and Dockenfield History Group 

Programme For 2024 
 
Meetings take place at the Marindin Hall at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
 
 
Tuesday, September 10th 
Speaker: Andrew Negus – History of Portsmouth Part 4 
 
Tuesday, October 8th 
Speaker: Professor Dan Bosence – 120 Million Years of History; The Geology of Frensham and 
Dockenfield. 
 
Tuesday, November 12th 
Speaker: Roy Waight – 2 Local Illustrators (Pauline Baynes & Randolph Caldecott) 
 
Tuesday, December 10th 
Christmas Party and Robert Grimmond – Yet more Old Artefacts!  
 

Contact Chris Bonner (01252 793668 or 07498916505) for further information 
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Frensham and Dockenfield Peddlars 

We are having a wonderful season with cycle rides 
leaving Frensham every Thursday at 6pm and 
delighted that several new people have joined us. 

 
It always amazes me that our rides start out on 

familiar bridle paths and roads and we discover 

new tracks that you would not notice if you were 

in a car - what a wonderful way to explore what is 

close by. 

For those not familiar with the Frensham and 

Dockenfield Peddlars -we are a small group of 

cyclists who cycle for approx 2 hours every 

Thursday evening and cover between 12-15 miles - 

bikes suitable for bridle paths necessary. 

Please join us any Thursday - we will continue 

cycling whilst we have these wonderful light 

evenings into early September. 

                                          Vicki.hinde22@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Nights at the Bluebell 
 

Thursday September 5th, Thursday November 21st, Thursday 27 March 2025 & Thursday 19 June 2025 

 
We meet at the Bluebell (about 730 pm ish ) over a glass of something nice - there’s generally a whole 
range of ages and it’s a great chance to meet new friends in the village!  Some people eat too, and the 
food from the pub is great, so go with whatever suits. Hopefully we’ll get a few evening rays in the 
garden on our next September evening, since summer seems to be making a delayed appearance!  
 
We have a whatsapp group going so if you’re happy to be added to that, you can hear more about it and 
have reminders along the way.  Please whatsapp me on 07833355359 (Joolz Miles) 
 
So come and join us for some laid-back evenings filled with laughter and good company. We can't wait to 
welcome you!                                                                                                                             Joolz Miles 
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Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society 
 

ATTENTION VEGETABLE GROWERS 
We are pleased to announce that John Trim will be our August speaker. He will be talking about ‘Growing 
Greens’.  John is a fellow of the National Vegetable Society, a national judge, exhibitor, and horticultural 
lecturer. If you are a keen vegetable grower or just want to know more about growing greens, this talk 
should not be missed because it is likely to be a master class of a meeting. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Marindin Hall on Thursday 22nd August at 7.30 for an 8pm start. 
 

If you are not a member but would like to hear this talk, please do come along, and listen to John’s tips on 

growing top greens. We make no charge to non-members. 

Autumn Show 2024 

We hold our autumn show at the Marindin Hall on Saturday 7th September and as usual will have several 

open classes as well as our member classes. Doors will open at 2.30pm. 

Entries must be staged between 9.15am and 10.45am for judging. No entries can be accepted once 
judging commences. 
 
Open classes are as follows; (children’s classes in bold) 

Class 3 Autumn Colours (not to exceed 40cm width or 60 cm in height) 

Class 4 A vase of Garden Flowers – number of kinds and stems, sprays and 

branches at exhibitors’ discretion- may include flowering shrubs – not 

to exceed 40cm width and 60cm in height 

Class 5 Gone to seed – not to exceed 30cm width and 30cm height (Juniors) 

Class 29 A container of mixed stems, bearing seeds, hips or pods etc- no 

flowers 

Class 30 Floating flower heads- 5 flower heads, one of more varieties, 

displayed floating on water (Juniors) 

Class 46 The heaviest pumpkin 

Class 47 Most misshapen fruit 

HOME INDUSTRIES 

Class 56 Soft Fruit Jam (named and dated- day, month and year) 

Class 57 Lemon Curd (named and dated day, month and year) 

Class 58 Oat and Honey Flapjack Cookies- please see website for recipe  

Class 59 An inspiring bookmark 

Class 60 A Gardeners Bag- woven, knitted, crocheted, or stitched- your choice 

Class 61 Juniors- A pomander – an orange decorated with cloves, ribbon etc-

ages 8-15 

Class 62 A pebble painted to be an animal (under 8’s) 

PHOTOGRAPHY  

Class 63 Autumn Spectacular 

Class 64 Clouds 

Class 65 Garden Tools 

Class 66 Juniors -My favourite vegetable 

 
Recipes and further details can be found on our website www.fdhs.org.uk, click on the Autumn show link. For any questions, please 
contact our show organiser, Sharon Bleach – show_organiser@fdhs.org.uk or 07500 371131. 
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ENTRY FORM – Autumn Show 

Please complete this form and either drop it into Frensham Village Shop or email 

show_organiser@fhds.org.uk for submission of entries is 12 noon on Thursday 5th September 

2024. Please place class numbers in boxes that you intend to enter. 

Class  Class Class Class Class Class  

 

 

     

 

 

     

 
Name………………………………… If junior, please specify age 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
 

 

More details on our website www.fdhs.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Spiders not Beetles

 
 

On Saturday 5th October at 7:30pm at Frensham Royal British Legion Club Jane Walker and Harry Glover 

will be running a Spooky Spider Drive, akin to a Beetle Drive, but featuring spiders instead of beetles. 

This follows on from the successes of our previous Beetle Drives and the Spooky Spider Drive we ran last 

October, and again we anticipate everyone having a fun evening! There will be a bar, raffle and great food 

– a sumptuous Hotpot supper with Veggie option (and lovely cakes for pudding!) 

Tickets are priced at £15 per person including food and are available from: Harry Glover: Tel. 01252 797827 

or email: harry.glover@btinternet.com 

Proceeds will be split 50/50 between St Mary’s church and Frensham British Legion Club.  

Coffee Stop 

Enjoy a hot drink and homemade cake and a chat at  

Coffee Stop at the Good Shepherd every Friday 

10am – midday.                       Barbara Potter. 
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Cherubs Toddler Group 

Thursday mornings 9.30 – 11.30 (term time) 

at the  Good Shepherd. 

A great space for all with fun; refreshments; 

sociability and singing.  £2.50 per family per session 

“The Little Veg shop” at Batt’s Corner. 

Mark (5) and Ava (3) have started to help in the garden to grow food for their meals. While helping to 

sow some seed in January in the greenhouse and just going to a garden centre they suggested they could 

sell plants, fruit and vegetables. So, when the weather improved with help from all the family, they set 

up shop, helping to use all the tools to build the shop box and paint it. 

It felt like a very “looong” wait for the first seed to germinate, but helping to water their crop and 

checking on the new plants daily meant there was always a job to be done. Until finally one exciting 

morning for Mark and Ava the broccoli sprouted, soon followed by tomatoes, cabbage, squash, kohl rabi 

and cucumber plants. 

Impatient to start stocking their shop they wanted to put the freshly germinated seedlings out. After 

some explanation they decided to wait until the seedlings were a little bigger. Instead, they helped to pot 

them up and waited patiently until the plants were big enough for the shop. 

 

Finally, the day came when the shop 

could open, and the excitement was too 

great to see if anyone had visited and 

used the honesty box. It was very 

important to check a few times the first 

day. With time for one the final check 

after dinner on that first day, the 

children discovered that they had made 

their first sale. They shared to spoils 

between them, and they could not wait 

to put more plants out. 

The shop has been great, they both have learnt a lot about vegetables and now they are beginning to 

harvest the crop from their garden they want to try all of them first. They are selling the extra crops in the 

box helping to pick and wash salad bags and broccoli, with much more to come (hopefully if the weather 

and pests play ball). 

We would like to thank everyone that has bought things from the Mark and Ava’s shop as they 

have really enjoyed it. It would also be great to see pictures of how their plants are doing in your 

gardens since leaving Mark and Ava’s Little Veg Shop.          

                                                         Ben Poulsom                                                                                                                                                    
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Dockenfield Newsletter is produced entirely by volunteers. Neither the editor nor any of the contributors or distributors claim 

payment or expenses of any kind. The only cost is that of printing and this is paid for by Dockenfield Parish Council who consider 

the Newsletter an important service to the village. The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council. Letters 

and articles that are submitted for publication are credited to their author and/or their organisation. All unaccredited articles 

have been written by the editor. Contributors should also note that the Newsletter appears on the Dockenfield Parish Council 

website. Hard copies of Dockenfield Newsletter are delivered six times a year to all 250 or so households in and around the village. 

In addition, around 200 people, predominantly but not necessarily local, are emailed a copy upon publication. Both services are 

entirely free of charge and without obligation. If you don’t live in the village but enjoy reading the Newsletter and would like to be 

added to this mailing list, please email dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com. Please be reassured that this mailing list is used to 

distribute pdf copies of the Newsletter and for no other purpose and will never be disclosed to any third party. Alternatively, if you 

are already on this list and wish to unsubscribe at any time, again just email as above and your name will be removed from the list 

immediately. Many readers like to save their copies of the Newsletter, but if you don’t do this, then please recycle carefully. The 

deadline for the next edition is 15 September 2024 with items sent by email please, as a Word attachment, to 

dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com or a note in the letter box at 1 Mountview, Batts Corner, Dockenfield, GU10 4EY.   

Scarecrows back at last! 

              
Left to Right:  Peter Pan and Captain Hook, Boggis, Bunce and Bean, The Lion King. Photos by Neil Mumford. 
After a break of 6 years, the Scarecrow Festival came back with a blast. Prior to Covid it was held 
every 3 years and Frensham also had support from Dockenfield residents to make this a real success. 
Organisers Clare Grist and Sharon Turner- Mumford were really happy with the 57 scarecrows 
dotted around Frensham from Wire Cut, through Shortfield Common Road and onto Shortfield 
Common, and they were both delighted with the success of the show despite the fact that the 
Monday was a washout, it is estimated that between 2,000-3,000 visitors attended the event over the 
three days. 
Guardian Angel Carers of Farnham kindly agreed to sponsor the event and also provided the hub 
for visitors to collect their scarecrow maps and drop off their voting forms. It was lovely to see 
people of all ages taking part in the day. People were asked to make a donation, for their maps and 
as a result £480 was raised and this was split equally between Farnham Food Bank and The Vine 
Centre. 
 
Frensham British Legion kindly agreed to become Scarecrow headquarters for the weekend and 
supported the festival by providing an all-day BBQ selling Bacon rolls and Burgers along with Tea 
and Coffee.  The Frensham Community village shop also extended its opening hours on Sunday and 
Monday, courtesy of its strong band of volunteers and benefited from the increased sale of ice 
creams and other items. 

 
Visitors were invited to vote for their favourite Scarecrow and the top five were: 1. Peter Pan & 

Captain Hook, 2 Stickman.  3 – The Lion King      4- Minions     5-The Fantastic Mr Fox. 

    

Left to Right:   Fantastic Mr Fox, Darth Vadar, Spiderman and Stickman.  All photos by Neil Mumford. 

 

    


