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News and events from in and around the village of Dockenfield 

Issue 303                                                     Published 28 November 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Christmas is on the way once more. It’s time to get in the mood for the festive season, 

preparing everything ready to entertain, to see family and friends and, to enjoy the wonders that the 

season has to offer. There is plenty going on in the village throughout December and a few more things 

to look forward to in the New Year. Read on for a joyous catalogue of activities, dates for your diary and 

news from around the parish that will bring the glow of the festive season to you. Sink into a comfy chair 

with a cuppa and check out what we have wrapped in the pages of the DNL for your festive delight. 

         

  

Santa’s Christmas Day 

Tractor Run. Father 

Christmas will be doing a 

final lap of Frensham and 

Dockenfield on Christmas 

Day (weather permitting due 

to other delivers he needs to 

make around the world) on a 

Tractor, to give the reindeer a 

little rest. It will start at 11am 

and there might be a few treats 

given to those he and his 

helpers see and don't worry if 

you miss him the first time as 

he will do a couple of laps of 

the villages. Please see the 

map for the route details!' If 

you would like to join the 

convoy in a festive vehicle, 

please email 

benpoulsom@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Continuing the seasonal theme, 

Dockenfield was lucky enough to 

experience the amazing Aurora Borealis, 

or Northern Lights for a few nights in 

mid-October, this fabulous shot was 

captured by Ben Poulsom.  

 

mailto:benpoulsom@hotmail.co.uk
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🎄 Dockenfield Christmas Party 2024 🎄 

✨ Date: Saturday, December 14th   

✨ Time: 6:30 PM to 10:00 PM   

✨ Location: Good Shepherd Church 

Celebrate this Christmas with friends, neighbours and family at our hugely popular 

village Christmas party.  Enjoy a plate of tasty homemade chilli, jacket potato and 

traditional mince pies, great music, a fun quiz & seasonal games with prizes. 

All this for only £6 each / U12s free / All profits go to our very own church. 

Pay bar for: Warm Mulled Wine, Beer, Lager, Fizz,  wine and soft drinks (No Cash – 

Card only payments please) 

Please buy a ticket in advance to confirm your attendance by Sat 7th December, using the 

link in the QR code.                                                          

 

 

For cash ticket purchases, email us at dockenfield.activities@gmail.com  

and state number of guests and meat/veg preference. 

 
 

Christmas Carols: Monday 16th December 

6.45pm at the Bus Shelter, corner of Lake Lane and The Street 

Join in our traditional family carol singing, a highlight of the village Christmas calendar, 

with free mince pies and mulled wine. 

 

As with all Dockenfield events they can only continue if we get enough villagers willing to 

help with the setting up and clearing away, so please can you e-mail us at 

dockenfield.activities@gmail.com stating in what area you can help. Many Thanks. 
           Activities Committee. 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD VILLAGE LUNCH 

No admission before 11.15am as we need to get set up. There is no Village Lunch in December but will resume on 

22nd January 2025. The meal for January will be Sausage Casserole with the normal range of puddings to choose 

from and the charity stall will be The British Legion. 

The meal on the 26th of February will be Chicken and Tarragon Casserole and the Charity Stall will be The 

Kingsley Centre.    

Pam Watmore 

 
Frensham Peddlars 
The Frensham and Dockenfield Peddlars will be launching a new season, their 5th in mid-April 2025. If you are 

interested in joining them do contact Vicki.   

                                                                        
     

               The DNL Editorial Team. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

Contact Vicki Hinde  vicki.hinde22@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

 

      

DATE – FRIDAY, 3rd JANUARY 2025;  TIME – 7 PM;  COST - £23 PER PERSON INCLUDING 2 

COURSE MEAL.  HURRY if you are interested as places are filling up fast. 

FOOD CHOICES 

MAIN – Fish & Chips / Beef Burger & fries or sweet potato fries / Vegan Bean Burger & fries or sweet potato fries / 

Curry – vegan or option to add chicken.  

DESSERT – Apple Crumble and Ice Cream / Chocolate Brownie and Ice Cream / Ice Cream. 

Booking Form 

Name:- 

Address:- 

Phone Number: - 

BOWLERS NAMES CHOICE OF MAIN CHOICE OF DESSERT 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

 Please confirm bookings and payment* to Katy Poulsom: Glenroona, Batts Corner, Dockenfield, Farnham, Surrey, 

GU10 4EX  email poulsomkaty@gmail.com  T: 07703 519488  

*Payment details sent when booking form has been received.                                                          Katy Poulsom.  

 

 

Dockenfield Skittles Night at 

The Bluebell. 

about:blank
mailto:poulsomkaty@gmail.com
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Cherubs Toddler Group 
Thursday mornings 9.30 – 11.30 (term time) 

at the Good Shepherd  

A great space for all with fun; refreshments; sociability 

and singing.  

 £2.50 per family per session 

 

Coffee Stop 
Enjoy a hot drink and homemade cake and a chat at 

Coffee Stop at the Good Shepherd every Friday 10am 

– midday 

    Barbara Potter 

************************************************************************* 

Church services and festivities in December 
  

Sunday 1st December - Advent Carol Service in St Mary’s Church: A service of music and readings to 

mark the start of Advent at 6.00pm. 

  

Monday 2nd December – Tea @ 3 in St Mary’s Church Hall at 3pm. Come along for a wonderful 

afternoon Christmas tea! 

  

Saturday 7th December – Carols at the Royal British Legion, Frensham at 7pm.  We hope to be outside if 

the weather is kind so wrap up warm! Come and sing your favourite carols - sausage rolls and mince pies 

afterwards. 

  

Sunday 8th December - Christingle Service at St Mary’s church at 5.00pm. All families and children 

welcome to this interactive Service of Light with oranges and candles. 

  

Saturday 14
 

th December – The Vivaldi singers come to give us a medley of Christmas carols and songs at 

St Mary’s Church at 6pm. Mulled wine and mince pies. Free entry but donations to St Mary’s Church 

please. 

  

Monday 16th December – Carols in Dockenfield Bus stop at 6.45pm. 

  

Sunday 22nd December – Festival Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas at 6.00pm.  A candlelit 

procession and service with traditional Christmas hymns for congregation and carols old and new sung by 

St Mary’s Choir.  

  

Tuesday 24
 

th December – Crib services: 2pm at St Mary’s Church; 4pm at the Church of the Good 

Shepherd 

Midnight Mass:  11.30pm at St Mary’s Church. 

  

Wednesday 25th December – 9am Holy Communion Service at the church of the Good Shepherd; 

10.30am Family Communion with Carols at St Mary’s Church. 

  

Sunday 29th December – 8am Holy Communion Service at the church of the Good Shepherd; 10.30am 

Question Time Communion with Carols at St Mary’s Church. 

                                                                                                                                                   Rev Jane Walker 

 

 

Rainfall Totals  
Dockenfield’s resident amateur meteorologist Jack has sent in the rainfall totals for September and 

October. We all knew that September was a wet one but, Wow was that wet! 
Rainfall for Sept 2023 60mm.            October 2023 126.6mm 

Rainfall for Sept 2024 152.4mm        October 2024 86.1mm 

September 2024 was the wettest September since Dockenfield Records began in 2003.                           Jack Bessant 
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FRENSHAM ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB 

Bingo: Our weekly Bingo evenings remain popular and great fun, with lots of humour. There is always a raffle in the 

interval and on 1st November this was a special raffle to raise funds for Shooting Star Children’s Hospice, which 

achieved the excellent amount of £240. Why not come along and join our friendly bingo group – every Friday at 

8pm (eyes down 8.30pm). 

Upcoming events: 

Tuesday 3rd December 8pm: Club AGM – we hope as many members as possible will come to hear the 

committee’s report on the past year, elect the committee for next year and ask any questions you may have. 

Saturday 7th December 7pm: Carol Singing, led by the Rev Jane Walker with choir members and the organist from 

St Mary’s Church (outdoors around the Christmas tree if the weather permits, otherwise inside). Do come along and 

get your Christmas off to a good start – everyone welcome in the club for drinks afterwards. 

Thursday 12th December 7.30pm: Music Night - anyone is welcome to come along and perform, or just turn up to 

listen to a variety of live music. 

Saturday 14th December 8pm: Christmas Quiz – all welcome, teams of up to 6, entry fee £4 per person. Run by Val 

Gubby in support of the Legion Club. There will also be a raffle – donations of raffle prizes welcome. Please note 

change of date from 7 December, as shown in last month’s magazine. 

Saturday 21st Dec 7.30pm: Grand Christmas Draw - make sure you come into the club beforehand to buy plenty of 

squares at 25p each, to give yourself a chance of winning some great prizes. 

Tuesday 24th December 8.00pm: Christmas Eve Party - fun and games evening with quizzes, music, etc – something 

for everyone. 

Christmas Day 12.00pm – 2.00pm: meet your friends and bring your family for a lunchtime drink. 

Tuesday 31st Dec 8.00pm: New Year’s Eve – with our in-house disco playing music from all eras to welcome 2025. 

            Janet Caiger 

 The Art and Craft of our Parish 2024 

We had an enjoyable and successful exhibition in the church of the Good Shepherd in October and are delighted to 

find we have raised nearly £2000 towards the upkeep of the church. The ‘Nature’s Seasons’ wildlife calendars 

produced for the exhibition are still on sale in the village shop and on P12 of this DNL, so the total is not yet final. 

It was exciting to see the talent revealed as we set up the show, including work never shown in public before, and 

judging from the reaction of visitors, very much appreciated. The children from St. Mary’s infant school made a 

wonderful display of autumn prayer leaves, and we welcomed lots of young families to admire it. 

None of it could have happened without a lot of preparation and work behind the scenes, and thanks go to all the 

organising committee, and the volunteers who worked very hard both over the weekend and on publicising the event: 

making and serving refreshments, welcoming visitors, setting up and taking down the exhibition, and not least writing 

names on raffle tickets. 

There is one unclaimed raffle prize: if anyone knows someone called Vanessa who visited the exhibition, could she 

get in touch with me to claim her prize? Alison Bosence email Albosence@yahoo.com       Alison Bosence. 

                        

 

 

mailto:Albosence@yahoo.com
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Christmas opening and Events at our Local Hostelries. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

The Bluebell: Dockenfield 

Christmas Eve (Tuesday 24
 

th)                         

Pub: 12pm -10pm  

Kitchen: 12pm–3.30pm / 5pm-8:45pm 

 

Christmas Day (Wednesday 25th) 

CLOSED 

 

Boxing Day (Thursday 26th) 

Pub: 12pm - 6pm 

Kitchen: 12pm–3:30pm 

 

Friday 27th & Saturday 28th 

Pub: 12pm-10pm 

Kitchen: 12pm -2:30pm, 5.30pm – 8.45pm 

 

Sunday 29th 

Pub: 12pm -6pm 

Kitchen: 12pm -3:30pm  

 

Monday 30th 

Pub: 12pm -6pm 

Kitchen: 12pm - 3:30pm  

 

New Years Eve (Tuesday 31st) 

Pub: 12pm -6pm 

Kitchen: 12pm -3:30pm 

 

New Years Day (Wednesday 1st) 

Pub: 12pm- 6pm 

Kitchen: 12pm -3:30pm 

The Holly Bush: Frensham 
 

Christmas Eve (Tuesday 24th) 

Pub: 9:30am-10pm 

Kitchen: 9:30am-12pm / 12:30pm-8pm 

 

Christmas Day 

11am-2pm Drinks Only 

 

Boxing Day 

Closed 

 

 

Friday 27th-Saturday 28th 

Pub: 9:30am-late 

Kitchen: 9:30am-9pm 

 

Sunday 29th 

Pub: 9:30am-6pm 

Kitchen: 9:30am-12pm / 12:30pm-4pm 

 

Monday 30th 

Pub: 9:30am-late 

Kitchen: 9:30am-9pm 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Pub: 9:30am-6pm 

Kitchen: 9:30am-4pm 

 

New Year’s Day 

Pub: 9:30am-9pm 

Kitchen: 9:30am-12pm / 12:30pm-8pm 

          
                                              

Goals for Good: Community Spirit Shines as Farnham FC Hosts Dyslexia Awareness Week Charity Game 

Local football fans united for an important cause as Farnham FC's match against Southall FC on Saturday October 

12th, successfully raised £100 for the Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity, part of Dyslexia Awareness Week 2024. 

The special charity match, which aligned with this year's theme "What's Your Story?", brought together football fans 

and community members to support the vital work of Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity, one of the UK's leading 

dyslexia support organisations with over 50 years of experience helping individuals with dyslexia. 

"We're deeply grateful to Farnham FC and all the supporters who came together to raise awareness and funds for 

dyslexia on the day," said Victoria Brighton, Individual Giving Officer for Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity. "Every 

contribution helps us continue our mission of supporting the one in ten people in the UK affected by dyslexia." 

The match was part of a wider week of activities during Dyslexia Awareness Week (October 7-13), which included 

community events at The Shed in Bordon and the Tes SEND show in London, culminating in the Royal Parks Half 

Marathon in London on 13
th

 October where six amazing challengers ran the half marathon on behalf of the charity. 

For more information about Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity and their ongoing work, visit their website or contact 

events@helenarkell.org.uk.          Marcy Rice. 

 

about:blank
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News from Dockenfield Parish Council. 

All Parish Council meetings are held in the Church of the Good Shepherd.  

If any residents wish to speak at the meeting or bring any issues or ideas to our attention there is always a 

slot in the agenda for you, but please could you advise the Clerk beforehand. 

The agenda can be found on the Parish Council website a week before the meeting. Our web address is 

www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk. 

Alternatively, if you have any questions you would like to be discussed at the meeting, please contact the 

Clerk at dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates. 

Tuesday 3rd December, 8pm at The Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Surrey Hills National Landscape, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), Boundary 

Variation Review 2nd Consultation. 

This consultation is running now and ends 10th December 2024. There is detailed help on P10 of this 

edition of the DNL. There is a link to the consultation via our website which you will find at 

www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk just click on the AONB tab and follow the link. 

Pauline Baynes. 

The Mayor of Farnham, Councillor Brodie Mauluka, invited members of the Parish Council to the 

unveiling of a new plaque to celebrate the achievements of Pauline Baynes, the local illustrator who 

produced famous works for both JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis, who lived in Dockenfield for many years and 

was an active member of the Parish Council.  

The unveiling took place on Friday 18th October 2024. The ceremony was attended for us by Jill Trout. 

The attendees met at Farnham Town Hall and then walked to the ‘Notable Names of Farnham’ wall in 

South Street, for the unveiling of the plaque. 

Jill has written a lovely poem to commemorate the day, see P8. 

 

Other news. 

DPC have decided to celebrate Pauline Baynes achievements and her contributions to our village by 

installing a hardwood fence and gates to Fritz’s Field along High Thicket Road. We hope to have this in 

before Christmas. 

The drainage installation at Hatch Field has been bedding in nicely, and the water is flowing into the pond 

well. So far, the waterlogging problems we had last year, seem less. The real test will come with the winter 

rains.    

Amanda Adolph (dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com) and Jessica Hobday  

(dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk) 

     

 

 

 

http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/
mailto:dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/
mailto:dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com
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Not-the-Office Christmas Lunch. 
 

Do you work for yourself or work only from home and miss out 

on an office Christmas party? If you do but would still like to 

attend an event, join us at the Not-the-Office Christmas lunch 

on Wednesday 18th December at the Bluebell. It's a great event 

with the added bonus that you can probably walk home! Please 

contact sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

          Sebastian Fox. 

Ladies’ nights. 
Last one for this year and planning ahead to 

2025… Just a reminder to all ladies of the 

village! Please pop the following dates for 

‘Ladies Nights’ in your calendar, so you don’t 

miss them. 

Thursday 27th March 2025 

Thursday 19th June 2025 

 

We meet at the Bluebell (about 7.30pm ish 

kick off ) over a glass of something nice - a 

warming glass of red wine by the fire is calling 

as I sit looking out onto a gloomy autumn day! 

There’s generally a whole range of ages and it’s 

a great chance to meet new friends in the 

village! Some people have a bite to eat too, and 

the food from the pub is great, so go with 

whatever suits. 

We have a WhatsApp group going so if you’re 

happy to be added to that, you can hear more 

about it and have reminders along the way. 

Please WhatsApp me on 07833355359 (Joolz 

Miles).       Joolz Miles 

Christmas Stamp Appeal. 

Thank you for all the stamps you have sent us this year, you have all done very well. We had a very large amount 

donated which will do a great deal of good. 

Christmas is coming so please remember to save your stamps and pass them on to us and Thank You all again. 

                                                                                                                                                 Marjorie Bessant 

                                                

 

Dockenfield Men’s Night at the 

Bluebell. 

Join us on the second Thursday of every month 

for our regular get together. We meet at 8.00pm 

for drinks in the Bluebell; eating is optional.  If 

you're interested in coming along, please 

email sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk and I'll add 

you to the circulation list. Our next meeting  is 

12
th

 December.    Sebastian Fox. 

PAULINE BAYNES 

DOCKENFIELD’S MIDDLE EARTH 

CELEBRITY. (A poem by Jill Trout). 

 

A group of Villages were pleased to be, 

With family, Town Council and friends to honour a local dignitary. 

Pauline Baynes this is to be quite clear, 

Illustrator for C.S. Lewis and Tolkien for many a year. 

A Dockenfield girl for much of her life 

And to Fritz Gasch, friend, companion and wife. 

Over the boarder to Rock Barn Cottage she strayed, 

Home there for life with Fritz she then made. 

As Dockenfield Parish Councillor she certainly made her mark, 

To Church windows and paintings gave her unique spark. 

Then in memory of Fritz she gifted the Village a field, 

Community pleasure and safe habitat this soon did yield. 

So, thanks to Farnham, Local people, Fritz’ and Pauline’s family, 

In Farnham’s wall of honour proud brick for all to see. 

An historic moment we were pleased to attend, 

Marking her pictorial gift to all that will never end. 

 

To commemorate the Brick placed in Farnham South Street Wall 

of Notable Names of Farnham on Friday 18
th

 October 2024. 

Is Dockenfield perhaps Narnia and  Middle Earth I wonder! 

(photo by Claire Jackson)                                       Jill Trout 

 

mailto:sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk
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Bealeswood Common- Habitat Management  

(Dan Bosence- Open Spaces Group of DPC with editorial help from Colin Hall and Alison Bosence) 

Many might assume that if you want wildlife to flourish all you need to do is let an area go wild. This is a 

common misconception of what is meant by “rewilding”. However, to maintain certain habitats like 

grassland and ponds for both biodiversity and recreation, a certain amount of management is needed 

otherwise they will in a few years become overgrown by scrub and woodland and a pond will naturally silt 

up from its inflow. In addition, and as is the case with Bealeswood Common which is surrounded by 

houses and gardens, non-native plants can invade and out-compete our native flora. The best example we 

have of this on Bealeswood are variously coloured Spanish Bluebells that now occur as a fringe around the 

Common. 

 Each year the Parish Council arranges a walk around the Common with our Waverley Borough 

Council (WBC) Ranger, Vicky Keller, to discuss what management is needed to both encourage wildlife 

and to make it accessible to visitors. Sometimes this is carried out by WBC, such as felling dangerous 

trees/branches or pond dredging but at other times manual jobs are carried out by working parties. One 

such party has just been held on a bright Sunday morning in November. 15 suitably attired villagers and 

some visitors (and one cat) assembled at the lower end of the Common (between Bealeswood and Garden 

Cottages) to cut back a fallen willow tree, oak saplings, brambles, wild roses and a non-native Portuguese 

Laurel tree. This plant community (referred to as “scrub”) had encroached many meters over the grassland 

which is where our important wildflowers and grassland fungi grow, and grassland insects live. Although the 

scrub is valuable for wildlife, in its own right, if it is not cut back then in a few years the common would be 

overrun by this ever-encroaching plant community and the diversity of wildlife would be reduced. 

Currently about one-third of the Common is grassland and two-thirds scrub and woodland. This balance is 

kept in check with our annual, autumn grass-cut of the Common. This year, this cut was delayed by the 

very wet September and the heavy machine traversing our soft clay scraped off some of the grassy sward 

and made deep ruts. Whilst some disturbance can enhance the diversity of natural habitats, it is expected 

that these areas will take some time to recover. Their recovery, or otherwise, will be monitored along with 

the normal weekly surveying of the plants in the Common so it’s a question of watch this space, or visit the 

Common to see what happens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Dan Bosence 

  

Left- scouring and ruts from grass cutting lorry. Some of 

the ruts have been infilled (thanks Vicky!) and grass is 

already beginning to grow back in the scoured areas. 

Below- Working party removing scrub and encroaching 

saplings on lower part of Main Common 
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SURREY HILLS NATIONAL LANDSCAPE (AONB) BOUNDARY VARIATION 

PROJECT. 

SECOND CONSULTATION. 

Many of you will be aware of the ongoing consultation being undertaken by Natural England to extend the 

boundaries of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  

An area between the existing AONB and Alice Holt Forest (South Downs National Park) has been 

proposed for inclusion in the newly defined AONB. This area includes most of Dockenfield Parish. 

The proposed new southern boundary was to run along Old Lane, excluding the southernmost areas of 

Dockenfield Parish. Dockenfield Parish Council responded to the first consultation agreeing with most of 

the proposed area but asking for the inclusion of the extra area to the south of Dockenfield Parish so that 

all parts of the Parish are included.  

Natural England have considered all the responses submitted to the last consultation and are 

reconsidering boundaries all over the proposed AONB area including our suggested boundary changes. It 

would be helpful for everyone that is interested in the outcome of the consultation to respond to this 

second consultation.  

The views of all residents are important.  Below is a report by Jill and Roger Trout on the Natural 

England drop in event about this second AONB consultation. It gives you details of the ways in which to, 

and where to respond, to the consultation.      Amanda Adolph Chair DPC 

This consultation is running now and ends 10
th

 December 2024.   

On the 6th of November, we attended the Natural England drop in event on Surrey Hills AONB.  The 

message from the officers was that numbers of responses count. It would be helpful for people to endorse 

the new boundary south of Old Lane including Great Holt complex.  Please help this final push to 

include this last area of Dockenfield. 

The consultation refers primarily, as far as Dockenfield is concerned, to addition A23 which is an 

extension of the Dockenfield Hills land south of Old Lane (map 29b in the document). If the suggested 

East Hampshire proposed extension Note 3 is also accepted, a further small additional area of 

Dockenfield, right to the County boundary (and beyond) would also be included.  

DPC, agree with the Natural England re-assessment of the area south of Old Lane (addition 23) which 

appears to fit the appropriate landscape, natural and cultural criteria, at least to the boundaries suggested 

by Dockenfield Parish Council. The proposed East Hants area similarly fits the criteria.  

How to respond:  fill up the online form or send a letter 

1. On a Computer.  Go to    consult.Defra.gov.uk. - Citizen space 

Go to 7th survey (as of 18.11.24) click on blue heading Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB)……  

Almost to the end of this file is a Green box with Blue survey: click on this.  Go to bottom of that file click 

Blue box “continue”. You are now in the Survey form.  

Alternatively, if you are reading the E-copy of the DNL Hover over the below link, Press CTRL and Click  

to be taken directly to the survey. Then scroll down to the CONTINUE button to fill it in. 

Surrey Hills National Landscape (AONB) Variation Project Second Consultation - Introduction - Defra - Citizen 
Space 

Or, on your computer you can go to the DPC website, dockenfieldpc.org.uk  go to the AONB button and 

follow the link. 

2. Write a simple letter and post to:- 

 Meg Johannessen, Natural England, Seacole Building, 2 Marsham Street, London SWIP 4DF  

           Jill and Roger Trout 

 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation-2nd-consultation/consultation/subpage.2024-08-23.1487338422/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation-2nd-consultation/consultation/subpage.2024-08-23.1487338422/
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The Church of The Good Shepherd Churchyard Grassland Waxcaps. 

The Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG) are passionate about our native wildlife, biodiversity and 

conservation throughout the local area, not just on our wonderful Common, and as a result we can often be found 

roaming other sites of interest within the parish.  

As an avid fungi enthusiast my interest was piqued as I was leaving the Church of The Good Shepherd after setting up 

for the Arts and Crafts Exhibition, back in October, when I spotted a Blackening Waxcap in the churchyard. I 

resolved to visit again and do a fuller survey of the churchyard. Imagine my delight when my survey yielded not just 

one but seven different species of Waxcap, which are an important indicator of the quality of the grassland and a 

testament to the new regime of management of the churchyard, i.e. allowing the grass and flowers to grow. 

Having shared my findings with Alan Cox, he shared my excitement and after we made a return visit, and another 

survey Alan wrote the following article for Frensham Churches to let them know how special the churchyard is and 

how important it is to continue the careful management. 

I also discovered that Dan Bosence, our botany guru, has been equally interested in the churchyard and he compiled 

a flower count of the churchyard sward back in June which yielded 42 species of flowering plants. This strengthens our 

theory that the churchyard is a small but important pocket of the rare and special habitat known as ‘unimproved 

ancient grassland’.  Alan’s article to the Frensham Churches follows.   Manda Adolph. 

“There is much interest in conservation circles with fungal mycelia and their impact on biodiversity. The mycorrhizal 

symbiosis between all plants and mycelia has only been established scientifically over the last forty years. Research is 

now intensive not least because it is now known that carbon capture by trees is transported to the mycelia. 

Underground storage of carbon is thought to be at least as great as the above ground storage by trees. Harnessing 

natural carbon sequestration could be the lifebelt that Climate Change amelioration by humankind needs for the 

continuation of our species into future millennia.  

Ancient grasslands are vanishing in Europe and the United Kingdom is host to perhaps the most of the last. Academic 

research interests focus on the waxcap toadstools as indicators of the quality of ancient grassland – unploughed and 

unfertilized, artificially with nitrates, during our centuries’ old occupation.  

In 2023 Manda Adolph, Dockenfield’s fungal enthusiast and fast-growing expert in all aspects of mycology, found 

eleven species of waxcap on Bealeswood Common. The late cut of those grasslands had a disastrous impact on the 

maturation of many of our grassland fungi in 2024. But elsewhere in the village the rewilding measures undertaken for 

the Good Shepherd lawns have seen a dramatic surge in the diversity of wildflowers, including dazzling displays of 

orchids. Just this week the churchyard has demonstrated further biodiversity revealing some fungal magic detected 

under Manda’s watchful gaze. At least six waxcap and several coral fungi species now enrich the Good Shepherd 

sward – please tread carefully! These include the iconic Pink Waxcap Hygrocybe calyptriformis - the blue riband 

species for waxcap enthusiasts and academics. It is also known as the Ballerina Waxcap. Fungi are a food source for 

many animals and insects who nibble away, and pock mark the pristine profiles of these toadstools. Nevertheless, if 

the Good Shepherd Pink Waxcaps are allowed to mature then their caps will flatten and turn upwards revealing the 

analogy to the ballerina’s twirling skirt. A Yellow Foot Waxcap  shows this mature waxcap feature. Such diversity 

qualifies the churchyard as a Site of Interest to Nature Conservation (SINC) and very much worthy of our care and 

attention. Its safe keeping  over the last 114 years at least by generations of churchyard maintainers has provided this 

legacy of natural wonder.”  (Photos by Manda Adolph). 

                                                                                                  
 

Pink Waxcap. Yellow Foot Waxcap. Scarlet Waxcap. 
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Nature’s Seasons 2025 Calendar 
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Council. Letters and articles that are submitted for publication are credited to their author and/or their organisation. All 
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reassured that this mailing list is used to distribute pdf copies of the Newsletter and for no other purpose and will never be 

disclosed to any third party. Alternatively, if you are already on this list and wish to unsubscribe at any time, again just email as 

above and your name will be removed from the list immediately. Many readers like to save their copies of the Newsletter, but if 

you don’t do this, then please recycle carefully. The deadline for the next edition is 15 January 2025 with items sent by email 

please, as a Word attachment, to dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com or a note in the postbox at 1 Mountview, Batts Corner, 

Dockenfield. 

 

Dockenfield nature photographers Alex Potts and 

Alan Cox have produced their third calendar. The 

aim of the calendar is to raise awareness of the 

diversity of nature in the communities bordering 

west Surrey and east Hampshire. Their natural 

history research, field studies, photographic work 

and calendar creation are all donated free to the 

Nature’s Seasons project in aid of the Frensham 

Churches Charity Number 1173223. Copies can 

be purchased at the Frensham Village Shop or by 

home delivery within Dockenfield and nearby by 

contacting Alan Cox (alanfjcox@gmail.com). 
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