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Welcome to the late spring edition of your newsletter filled with news and upcoming events from the village. 

This year we had a very early Cuckoo, heard by Alison Bosence from the direction of Abbots Cottages on the 

14th
   

April then Brenda McCarthy also heard it from a similar direction on the 25th
 

 and 28th April. Perhaps he 

is in residence in the woodland for the spring. We are looking forward to seeing you at Dockenfield Day on 

Saturday 7th June for some traditional village fun, for full details see page 2. Please consider our neighbours and 

park responsibly.  Thank you. Enjoy the sunshine!                                                            Your Editorial Team. 

Migrants Settle in Newly Regenerated Dockenfield Landscape 

The Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG) decided in February to extend their regular nature 

recording to all the village-owned fields. Birds are my thing, so I carried out the first monthly survey of Hatch 

Field (new village field leading off from the Rec) in March. The birdlife was unremarkable, but I was heartened 

to see the new hedge looking so much healthier than last autumn. The care and maintenance given in February 

had really paid off holding promise for wildlife in years to come. Even so I was delighted in April to find the 

infant hedge playing host to a Wren in full song.  

 

This did not prepare me however for the flow 

of adrenaline that every birder gets when 

hearing the first Spring notes of a trans-

continental migrant – for there was the squeaky 

chatter of a Whitethroat, now in dancing flight 

above the hedge! Not one but at least two males 

vocally sparring for the attention of a third 

presumed female. Males construct the nests 

and advertise for female buy-in through the 

location and quality of their build. This year, 

surely, they will pair in the nearby bramble 

labyrinth. Whitethroats winter in Senegal, or 

further south and stage through Morocco by 

March, before arrival in Britain to breed. 

Young Whitethroats, raised in Dockenfield, by August will fatten up on insects and fly, before their parents, 

non-stop to the Iberian Peninsula. Later they will cross the Sahara to winter in sub–Saharan Africa. 

Alan Cox BWRG. 

 newsletter

Photo.  Alan Cox 
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Celebrate Dockenfield Day 

 ****Saturday, 7th June 2 pm – 6pm at the Playing Field, Abbotts Cottages **** 

Prepare for a day of laughter, community, and joy at Dockenfield Day! This event is the highlight of our village calendar, 

brimming with engaging activities, scrumptious local fare, and traditional games for all ages. It's a perfect opportunity 

to connect with friends, neighbours, and family in a celebration of our shared spirit. 

Entertainment for Everyone! Be part of the excitement with events like the much-loved Dockenfield Dog Show, 

bouncy castle and the gripping annual tug of war. Try your hand at Batak, the coconut shy or spin the wheel at the 

Human Fruit Machine! And don’t forget to enter our Raffle, featuring delightful prizes sourced right from our 

community, to name just a few stalls! 

Taste the Local Delights! Delight in homemade cakes, juicy burgers, and refreshing beers, brewed locally. Why not 

wash it down with a nice ice cream too?  Whether you’re craving a sweet treat or a hearty meal, our local culinary 

offerings are sure to satisfy. 

Join the Heart of the Event—Volunteer! Dockenfield Day shines brightest when everyone pitches in. We really need 

more volunteers to come forward, (any age welcome) to help with everything from setting up to running stalls and 

cleaning up. If you have some time to spare, please get in touch with Roly at dockenfield.activities@gmail.com Your 

help is invaluable, and volunteering is a wonderful way to meet new people and give back to our community. 

We Need Your Donations! Our stalls thrive on your generosity—please consider donating garden plants, toys, or items 

for the raffle. You can leave your donations at these locations: 

Garden Plants: Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane (Tel: 792442) or Pam Hibbert, Dockenfield Manor, 

Old Lane (Tel: 792573) 

Toys and Raffle Prizes: Roly and Joolz Miles, Orchard End, Bealeswood Lane 

Cakes: Please bring your delectable baked goods directly to the fete. 

Programme Highlights: 

2:00pm: Opening remarks to kick off the fete. 

2:30pm: Band. 

3:30pm: Children’s races, from sack races to egg-and-spoon! 

4:00pm: Dockenfield Dog Show—furry friends welcome! 

4:30pm: The thrilling tug of war challenge. 

5:30pm: The big raffle draw. 

Helpful Reminders for Stall Holders: Ensure your stall is set and ready to charm by the time the festivities begin! 

Parking Courtesy: We ask everyone to park considerately to ensure there’s plenty of space for visitors. Let’s keep the 

nearby spots clear for guests who need closer access. Please do not park at the problem end of the hedge by the Church 

Responsible Enjoyment: Alcohol will be available for those 18 and older. Please enjoy responsibly and remember, no 

spirits will be sold or allowed on the premises.  

Dockenfield Day isn’t just a fair—it’s a day to revel in the heart of our community. Come out to support, participate, 

and create memories that will last a lifetime. We can't wait to celebrate with you! 

Roly Miles 

 

mailto:dockenfield.activities@gmail.com
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News from Dockenfield Parish Council 

 

All Parish Council meetings are held in the Church of the Good Shepherd.  

If any residents wish to speak at the meeting, bring any issues or ideas to our attention there is always a slot 

on the agenda for you, but please could you advise the Clerk beforehand. 

The agenda can be found on the Parish Council website a week before the meeting. Our web address is 

www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk. 

Alternatively, if you have any questions you would like discussed at the meeting, please contact the Clerk at 

dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates. 

Tuesday 10th
 

June, 8pm at The Church of the Good Shepherd. 

The Emergency Email List or EEL. 

Dockenfield Parish Council hold an emergency email list of residents’ email addresses. This list is not shared 

with anyone. Any alert sent out via the list is blind copied so that your details remain private.  

We use the list to alert residents in the case of emergencies. Important events or occurrences within the 

village are flagged via this system. In the past we have used the EEL to inform residents of such things as 

criminal activity, safety, security or health issues (for instance the Covid crisis). Occasionally we are required 

to disseminate information important to all residents from borough, county or government sources and have 

used the EEL between issues of the DNL to keep you informed.   

This service is free and part of our duty as a Council to help keep residents safe and informed. If you are 

new to Dockenfield or have recently changed your email address and would like to be included on this list 

please contact the Clerk at dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk stating the email address you would like to be 

included on the EEL. 

Alternatively, if you no longer wish to remain on the EEL, please let the Clerk know which email address 

you would like to remove, and she will delete your details.    

Hedges in Dockenfield. 

This extended period of dry weather has seen the necessity to water our new hedge at Fritz’s Field and we 

would like to thank Dan and Alison Bosence for facilitating this for us.  

Also, thanks to the landowner opposite the Three Ways Cross junction for attending to the overgrown 

orchard hedge. They were unaware of the issue but as soon as we contacted them, they immediately attended 

to it and visibility at the junction is now restored. 

 

Amanda Adolph (dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com) and Jessica Hobday  

(dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk) 

     

 

http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/
mailto:dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com
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Frensham Village Shop 100 Club 

 
 

Frensham Village Shop, and its Post Office, are at the heart of the Frensham and Dockenfield Parish 

community. Indeed, to some, it is their whole community.  The shop is of particular benefit to those villagers 

who have difficulty in travelling to Farnham and surrounding towns and offers more than just shopping: we 

have delicious coffee and other hot drinks; cash withdrawals; energy card top-ups etc.  Interestingly, it is 

estimated that having a village shop increases property values by around 10%! 

 

So even if you rarely come in to buy, we know you value such an amazing facility on your doorstep.  Please 

help us to ensure the shop continues to thrive by joining our 100 Club today. 

How the 100 club works: 

For just £10 per month per number, you will be entered into the quarterly draw where one lucky person will 

win £500 and two other lucky people will each win £250.  We are asking people to commit to membership 

for a minimum of one year.  By helping the shop, we help the village, and we have some fun!   

For more information, please visit the FVS website. https://www.frensham-village-shop.co.uk 

 

 

Beetles and Spiders (and Centipedes?) 

 

Many thanks to everybody who supported the recent Beetle Drive at the British Legion Club in Frensham.  

I think a good time was had by all, and I am pleased to report that the evening raised a total of £678.  Jane’s 

curries were very much appreciated! 

 

Our next similar event will be our Autumn “Spooky Spider Drive” on Saturday 1
ST

 November, again at 

Frensham Royal British Legion Club.  The spider version is much the same as the Beetle game, but there 

are more legs to attach to the body! More details in due course, but meanwhile, please book the date! 

 

And looking further ahead – anyone fancy centipedes? An all-night sitting methinks trying to draw all the 

legs! 

Harry Glover 

https://www.frensham-village-shop.co.uk/
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Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity Big Walk for Dyslexia 

 
Lace up your walking shoes and bring the 

whole family, including dogs, for the Big 

Walk for Dyslexia, taking place on Sunday 1st 

June as part of the Farnham Walking Festival. 

Hosted by the Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity, 

this fun-filled 5km walk through the beautiful 

Farnham Park is a fantastic way to enjoy the 

outdoors and support a life-changing cause. 

Everyone is welcome – children, adults, dogs, 

and even teddies! Starting and finishing at the 

Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity Centre at 24 

West Street, Farnham, GU9 7DR, the route 

is family-friendly and full of positive energy. 

 

 

Date: Sunday 1st June 2025 

Start Time: Between 10:30 am and 11:00 am 

Location: Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity, 24 West Street, Farnham, GU9 7DR 

Distance: 5km through Farnham Park 

Registration Fee: Adults: £7, Children under 12: FREE 

Participants will be welcomed back to the Centre with FREE tea, coffee, and cake to celebrate their 

achievement. 

Sign up today and be part of something special. By taking part, you’ll help make a lasting difference in the 

lives of people with dyslexia: https://helenarkell.org.uk/events/big-walk-for-dyslexia-2/ 

 

Marcy Rice.  Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity 

 

Frensham and Dockenfield Village Lunch 

Frensham and Dockenfield hold a Village Lunch every fourth Wednesday from January to November at the 

Royal British Legion in Shortfield, Frensham and it is growing in popularity. 

The lunch is run by the community in conjunction with the British Legion and the Church.  It gives people 

of all ages the chance to have somewhere to go to have a hot meal and socialise with other people which is 

very important especially after Covid.  Please note there is no admission before 11.15am as we need to get 

set up. 

The lunch consists of a main set meal with a vegetarian alternative and seven choices of pudding with a coffee 

or tea afterwards for the cost of £5.00. The bar is also open.  Anybody can attend and no booking is required 

except for the Christmas lunch which is held on the 4th
 

Wednesday in November. 

In addition to the lunch, there is a different charity that runs the stall and the raffle.  In June the charity is 

Woodlarks and in July it is the Church Flowers. 

The main course for June is Bangers, Mash and Beans and the main course for July is Ham and Egg Salad. 

With vegetarian options and a choice of puddings and a coffee or tea to follow. 

  Pam Watmore 

 

https://helenarkell.org.uk/events/big-walk-for-dyslexia-2/
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Monthly Ladies’ Night a Roaring Success! 

2025 saw Ladies’ night move to a monthly meeting and we’ve had a great turnout each month so far! 

Easy to remember because it’s the last Thursday of every month.  The next one is half term Week (29th May), so 

make sure you’ve got any little ones in bed and head to the pub for a drink in the garden  

You can choose to eat or just have a drink and it’s a great way to keep up our fabulous community feel and meet new 

friends in the village.  We have a WhatsApp group you can be added to to get updates on Ladies’ Nights. Message 

Joolz on 07833355359 to be added. 

Pop these dates in your diary now so that you don’t miss them!!   

 Thursday 29th of May (this is in half term)                                  Thursday 26th June 

Thursday 31st July                                                                         Thursday 28th August 

Thursday 25th September                                                                                                                      Joolz Miles  

Thursday 30th October   

Thursday 27th November  

 

Rainfall Totals 

                                                               

Almost everyone must have noticed that last spring was very wet and this year has been dry, but the figures 

from Jack certainly bear this out!  Many thanks to Jack for recording the rainfall every month. 

Rainfall for February 2024 138.3mm      March 2024 114.3mm      April 2024 74.7mm 

Rainfall for February 2025 77.6mm        March 2025 4.4mm          April 2025 7.6mm+ 

   Jack Bessant 

 

 Used Postage Stamps 

 

Thank you very much for the latest very large bags full of used postage stamps collected recently and for the 

previous ones collected over years by the residents of Dockenfield. 

The latest bags were delivered to my local RSPCA charity shop in Farnborough as were all the previous ones. 

They are used to raise much needed funds for the RSPCA Charity. The shop was very pleased to receive 

the latest bags. 

Thank you once again 

Margaret Mullery 

Used postage stamps can be given to Marjorie Bessant at 1 Beales Cottages, The Street, Dockenfield, 

GU10 4JH.   
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Men’s Night at The Bluebell 

Join us every second Thursday of the month at The Bluebell from 8pm for a convivial evening of chat, 

laughter and food with neighbours and acquaintances.   If you are new to the village, this is a brilliant way 

of getting to know people.  

For full details please contact  sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk or just pitch up at the pub.  

You will be made very welcome.  

 

Cherubs Toddler Group 

 

Thursday mornings 9.30am – 11.30am (term 

time) 

at The Good Shepherd  

A great space for all with fun; refreshments; 

sociability and singing.  

 £2.50 per family per session 

 

Coffee Stop 

 

Enjoy a hot drink, a homemade cake and a chat at 

Coffee Stop at The Good Shepherd every Friday 

10am – midday 

    

Barbara Potter 

Dawn Chorus on Bealeswood Common  

 

For the past three years members of BWRG (Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group) have suffered the very 

early start needed to join in with International Dawn Chorus Day. Held in the early hours of the first Sunday 

in May this is a worldwide celebration of the spring symphony of birdsong. This year I set off in the dark at 

4.15 am to join Alan Cox and Colin Hall at the bench at the top of Bealeswood Common. The slightly earlier 

start than normal allowed us to experience the extraordinary succession of our avian choristers as the skies 

lighten in the east leading up to dawn at around 05.00. Whilst it was still dark, all that was heard was a Tawny 

Owl but with the first lightening of the skies Robins and Wrens started up, soon to be joined by Blackbirds 

and Song Thrushes at about 04.30. At around 04.50 we saw the Tawny Owl fly out from its roost, across the 

Common, and the songsters were joined by the Warblers (Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps) and by now the 

birdsong was quite overpowering as the sun rose over Keeper’s Cottage to the east. 

The total number of birds heard was a very respectable 30 species, including 3 from Hatch Field (Garden 

Warbler, Whitethroat and Stonechat). This compares well with last year’s total of 29 and the 33 species 

heard in 2023.  

Dan Bosence 

 

about:blank
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Batts Corner represented in The London Marathon! 

 

The 27th April 2025 was a swelteringly hot day in London, and no less than three residents of Batts Corner were there to 

compete in their first London Marathon! The race started in Blackheath and traversed a large part of East London before 

eventually heading west from Tower Bridge towards Big Ben and then Pall Mall in front of an estimated 750,000 people 

along the route, and millions more watching on television. 

Nick and Nat Stewart ran in aid of 'Spread a Smile' a children's cancer charity, a cause close to their hearts and they have 

raised nearly £6,000.  James Wigfull also entered and has raised £4,060 for Headway- a UK-wide charity that works to 

improve life after brain injury.  James achieved a finishing time of 4:32, Nick 3:29 and Nat 4:52 alongside 56,639 other 

finishers.  Congratulations to them all!  It’s not too late to support these charities. The links are shown below.  

   

gym and running without the pressure of time and distance! James has signed up again for it again next year!  

https://2025tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/james-wigfull 

Batts Corner Represented in The London Marathon! 

The 27th April 2025 was a swelteringly hot day in London, and no less than three residents of Batts Corner 

were there to compete in their first London Marathon! The race started in Blackheath and traversed a large 

part of East London before eventually heading west from Tower Bridge towards Big Ben and then Pall Mall 

in front of an estimated 750,000 people along the route, and millions more watching on television. 

Nick and Nat Stewart ran in aid of 'Spread a Smile' a children's cancer charity, a cause close to their hearts 

and they have raised nearly £6,000.  James Wigfull also entered and has raised £4,060 for Headway- a UK-

wide charity that works to improve life after brain injury.  James achieved a finishing time of 4:32, Nick 3:29 

and Nat 4:52 alongside 56,639 other finishers.  Congratulations to them all!   

It’s not too late to support these charities. The links are shown below.  

  

 

 

  

“We feel very lucky to have taken part in something like 

this - it was a wonderful display of humanity and kindness 

right along the route.” 

Natalie and Nick Stewart 

 “Looking back, I wouldn’t  

trade the experience  

for anything.” 

James Wigfull 

  

All three runners spent months training for the event - running several times each week running across the 

varied terrain locally. Nat writes “Alice Holt became a second home for us, we often clocked up two or three 

loops per session! One thing we noticed in training was how much more we saw of the beautiful place we 

live.”   

The crowds were phenomenal and represented all walks of life, culture, music, choirs, bands and it was a 

day they will never forget. Due to the heat, the course organisers had put special showers in place all along 

the course to cool people down.  James writes “The energy from the crowds lining the entire route was 

incredibly loud and relentless……but it really helped propel me forward especially during the last few miles.” 

Nick and Nat particularly remember crossing Tower Bridge (officially the halfway mark) and then seeing 

their family at Canary Wharf where they had both spent much of their younger days working pre children.  

…and next…  Nick is looking for his next challenge...potentially another marathon. Natalie is enjoying getting 

back to the gym and running without the pressure of time and distance! James has signed up for it again next 

year!  

https://2025tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/james-wigfull 

www.justgiving.com/page/nickandnat-stewart-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

Mary Somerville 

 

 
 

https://2025tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/james-wigfull
https://2025tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/james-wigfull
http://www.justgiving.com/page/nickandnat-stewart-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Frensham Fayre Rose Competition 

 

We do not hold a member’s meeting this month but focus our attention on the popular Rose Competition 

and the Frensham Fayre. This is open to everyone; it is free, and you can enter as many classes as you wish. 

We would love to have as many entries as possible. 

 

The society member with most points over the show will be awarded the Lady Perrin Cup and the non-

member with the most points will win a year’s free membership and a Rose plant supplied by Seale Nurseries. 

 

The classes are as follows: 

• Best scented Rose 

• Most unusual Rose 

• Best Rosebud 

• Most romantic 

• Best buttonhole 

Entries must be brought to our stand in the main marquee by 1pm on the day of the Fayre (Saturday 22nd June). As 

usual it is a “peoples vote”, judged by the Fayre visitors, so even if you cannot enter, please come and check out the 

entries and place your votes. 

                                                                                                         

 

Frensham Fayre Plant Stall 

The Society’s plant stall is always very popular and is sold out by the end of the day, but we do need a greater 

variety of plants to sell. The proceeds go to the Society after we have made a generous donation to the Fayre. 

If you have any potted-up shrubs, excess flower or vegetable plants that you could donate, please contact 

Caroline Plant on caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com 

 

 

Neil Mumford 

Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society 

https://fdhs.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com
https://fdhs.org.uk/
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What To Do in the Garden 

 

The Chelsea Chop 

In late May to early June, clumps of your perennials can be chopped back by one third, this will promote 

busier growth and also delay flowering. Some gardeners do this on half of a clump and leave the other half, 

such as the chopping the front of the clump, leaving the back of the plant and this has the effect of a longer 

flowering period. 

Pruning 

Everything has grown like mad over the last couple of months and if you are not careful, things can get out 

of control. Pruning is crucial but at the right time of the year, for the right plants. If not already done so, you 

should now prune any spring shrubs that have finished flowering, such as Osmanthus, Forsythia, Lilacs, 

Viburnum and Weigela. There is some misconception that you should not prune Camellias, Azaleas and 

Rhododendrons but they also respond well to pruning. Regular pruning keeps a plant healthy and in shape 

and will stimulate growth that these shrubs will flower on next year.  

Staking 

Ideally this should have been done in the spring but as your perennials and some deciduous shrubs (i.e. 

Hydrangeas) grow they may need staking to stop them flopping over. If any branches have snapped, prune 

them off to promote new growth. 

Hedges 

I am always amazed by the number of people that cut hedges during the birding season. Hedge pruning 

should be done during the autumn and winter and if you feel that precious about having a tidy hedge, then 

check carefully for any bird nests. 

Are you doing more harm than good? 

Do not be too precious about watering your garden.  If we have a dry patch suddenly sprinklers seem to on 

most nights. Only if extremely hot, will a garden need water and at most this should be one good drenching 

a week. Watering your plants too regularly does them more harm than good. Plants need to find their own 

water source and moisture, they do this by sending down their roots, if you water too regularly their roots 

will stay near the surface and come times of stress, they will probably die. Mulching the beds in the spring is 

far better as it keeps in the moisture and feeds the plants. 

Clearly it is different for some vegetables that need water to produce, Beans, Marrows, Courgettes and 

Winter Squashes need regular watering in dry spells along with any greenhouse vegetables and also any pot 

grown plants or shrubs. 

 

Neil Mumford 

Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society 

https://fdhs.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://fdhs.org.uk/
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A Spectacular Concert Starring West End Performers! 

 

 

Naomi House and Jacksplace Children’s Hospice is situated 

in Winchester.  They provide care and support for good 

days, difficult days and last days. The local committee, 

Waverley Friends, was set up 30 years ago and they have 

raised approximately £400,000 over that period.  

A fundraising concert will take place at Frensham Heights 

School at 3.15pm on Saturday 19
th

 July.  Details of tickets are 

shown to the left. 

Carol May. Chairman, Waverley Friends 

Frensham Royal British Legion Club 

The MND charity evening on 22nd April 

organised by Colin Webb was successful and 

enjoyable.  It involved a stop during a seven-day 

fundraising walk by Graeme Lloyd en-route from 

Lee-on-Solent to London, where he then 

successfully completed the Marathon, all while 

dressed as a dinosaur.  The event held at the 

Legion included a crowd to welcome the arrival of 

Graeme and three supporting dinosaurs, food 

from Mexicali Food Truck, music from Spud’s 

4Play and a visit from the Mayor of Farnham, 

Brodie Mauluka.    

£820 was raised during the evening (plus any donations made via JustGiving) and Graeme raised nearly £15,000 

in total during the week. 

For VE Day, the Micky Kemp Band played a good variety of music to celebrate the joy at the end of the war.  

The evening was enjoyed by all with much happy dancing and laughter. 

Upcoming events:  

Thursday 12 June 7.30pm: Music Night - a variety of live music; all welcome. 

Sunday 29th June 12.30pm - 3 pm: The Otis B Driftwood Showband - a 7-piece band playing 1920s Pasadena 

Style Trad Jazz with lots of laughs. This is a very popular band who have appeared at venues such as Farnham 

Maltings and Gosport Jazz Club. Their leader and keyboardist, Geoff Hiscott, will be familiar to attendees of 

the Legion monthly music nights.  There will be a charge of £10 per head for non-members, but the event is 

free for members.  You are welcome to bring your own food, whilst drinks are available at the bar at modest 

prices. 

Janet Caiger 
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Dockenfield Newsletter is produced entirely by volunteers. Neither the editor nor any of the contributors or distributors claim 

payment or expenses of any kind. The only cost is that of printing and this is paid for by Dockenfield Parish Council who consider 

the Newsletter an important service to the village. The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council. Letters 

and articles that are submitted for publication are credited to their author and/or their organisation. All unaccredited articles have 

been written by the editor. Contributors should also note that the Newsletter appears on the Dockenfield Parish Council website. 

Hard copies of Dockenfield Newsletter are delivered six times a year to all 300 or so households in and around the village. In 

addition, around 200 people, predominantly but not necessarily local, are emailed a copy upon publication. Both services are 

entirely free of charge and without obligation. If you don’t live in the village but enjoy reading the Newsletter and would like to be 

added to this mailing list, please email dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com. Please be reassured that this mailing list is used to 

distribute pdf copies of the Newsletter and for no other purpose and will never be disclosed to any third party. Alternatively, if you 

are already on this list and wish to unsubscribe at any time, again just email as above and your name will be removed from the list 

immediately. Many readers like to save their copies of the Newsletter, but if you don’t do this, then please recycle carefully. The 

deadline for the next edition is 15 July 2025 with items sent by email please, as a Word attachment, to 

dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com or a note in the post box at 1 Mountview, Batts Corner, Dockenfield. 

 

Surrey Artists Open Studios 

 

All over Surrey artists are opening their studios between June 7-22
ND

. The website has all details 

https://surreyopenstudios.org.uk/open-studio 

To celebrate taking part every year in this the 25th year of the event at Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 

Dockenfield, Alison Ellen and Ruth Taylor invite you to join them on the evening of Thursday June 12th
 

  from 

6-8pm for preview evening drink and nibbles. They are then open from Friday 13th
 

 to Sunday 15th from 11am-

5pm each day. (studio no 90 in the brochure and website) 

Ruth Taylor is back with her landscape paintings inspired by the Sussex Downs, and Alison Ellen with her 

knitwear, which she designs using her hand-dyed yarns. Both artists trained originally in textiles at UCA 

Farnham, and love introducing people to their work. They will be demonstrating some of their working 

methods: Ruth painting, and Alison dyeing wool.  

In Frensham, Jill Billings of Jasmine Cottage Crafts, based in Jasmine Cottage, Fifield Lane, Frensham (studio 

no 102) is opening her compact home studio: see website for dates. She creates unique handwoven and hand-

dyed textiles using silk, bamboo, cotton and wool, which are available for sale. You will see her demonstrating 

her craft on one of her looms. Jill is also offering 60-minute handweaving taster sessions where you will take 

away your own woven creation!  

These artists and makers can be contacted on Instagram, Facebook, or through their websites:-  

https://jasminecottagecrafts.com  

https://www.alisonellenhandknits.co.uk 

https://www.ruthtaylor.co.uk                                                                                       Alison Ellen (Bosence) 

https://surreyopenstudios.org.uk/open-studio
https://jasminecottagecrafts.com/
https://www.alisonellenhandknits.co.uk/
https://www.ruthtaylor.co.uk/

