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Photo Amanda Adolph: Purple emperor, garden visit.

Welcome to the summer edition of your DNL. Well it’s been a somewhat dry and crispy start to the summer so far
with the ronic exception of Dockenfield Day. The rain this week has been welcome, gardens and the forest
positively breathing a sigh of relief. On the plus side it’s been a good, if early, season for the Purple Emperor
Butterfly this year. You may well have seen them flitting about in the tops of the forest Oaks if you have been out and
about during June and early July. This handsome specimen fluttered into my kitchen for a visit in June, must have
liked the smell of my cheese scones.

For your information all back copies of the DNL, from our first copy back in 1980 to 2008, that were 1n the
posession of Dockentfield Parish Council, are now being looked after at the Surrey History Centre in Woking. The
centre https://www.surrevce.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/historv-centre collects and preserves records of Surrey's past
and present, documenting the story of the county and its people from the 12th century to the 21st century. You can
visit the centre to use their collections for free. Important Surrey documents are kept, in climate controlled
conditions which preserves paper documents for posterity. They are also storing copies of the DNL from 2009 to the
present, digitally. These past copies are an important record of our social history in the Parish and we were proud to
offer them on long term loan to The Surrey Archive Centre.

Our newsletter 1s filled with upcoming events and activities along with news and reports from the last two months, in
and around the parish. Grab a glass of something refreshing, take a load off and enjoy.

The Editor and the DNL team.



https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/history-centre

Above the Fog: A Wingwalking Tale. By Morag James
Fundraising for a centennial banner for the Church of the Good Shepherd.

The morning of April 25th 2025 dawned with a stubborn fog settled like a blanket over the Gloucestershire
countryside. At RFC Rendcomb Airfield, near Cirencester, the mood was cautious but hopeful. I had come for a
wingwalking experience with AeroSuperBatics—the renowned team based right at the airfield—and I wasn’t about to
let a little mist spoil the adventure. We arrived early. The fog clung to the earth, muffling sound and dulling colour,
giving the entire airfield a dreamlike atmosphere. For a while, it looked as if the weather might ground us entirely.
But fortune smiled; just before lunch, the mist began to thin. A narrow window opened. We were told we could fly.
They lent me a thick flying suit, but it barely held back the cold. Standing on the wing of a 1940s Stearman biplane,
my breath fogging in the air, I braced for take-off. The aircraft roared to life, piloted by David Barrell—a skilled flyer
with a quiet confidence. As it turned out, David knew the pilot from my very first wingwalk. Simon Claiden, our
photographer that day, had shown him a picture from that flight, and David recognized the face immediately. It was a
strange, wonderful coincidence that made the moment feel part of a larger story.

We thundered down the grass runway and soared into the sky, the Stearman climbing steadily. Below me, the fields
faded nto patches of green and gold, and above, a thin veil of mist shimmered in the sun. We hit speeds of 100 to
120 mph—never below that, they said. The wind tore at my goggles and bit through the suit, but I hardly noticed. At
1,000 feet, it was just me, the plane, and the sky. Cold, exhilarating freedom.

On the ground, Simon captured every moment with his lens. Peter and Sue Storey were there too—calm,
encouraging presences who made the whole experience feel supported and safe. Ten minutes in the air felt like a
lifetime, a memory suspended above the clouds. As we landed and the wind died down, I realized I hadn’t stopped
smiling. Even in the chill, even in the uncertainty of the morning, the sky had opened just long enough to remind me
what it felt like to fly—really fly. Morag James

To Celebrate 100 Years of the Church of the Good Shepherd! 1910-2010.

‘We honour a century of faith, fellowship, and community. To mark this joyful milestone, we’re raising funds for a
beautiful centennial banner that will hang in celebration of our church’s 100-year legacy. We are hoping to raise
£2,500!

A symbol of gratitude for the past. A tribute to the present. A blessing for the future. Please help us raise the
banner! Every donation, big or small, brings us closer to unveiling this meaningful tribute. Give in honour of a loved
one. Give n gratitude for all this church has given. Give to be part of our legacy. To donate, please visit our
website, www.Irenshamchurches.org.uk go directly to: https://givealittle.co/c/732LLUCApIFTP2XVeyAQsFd, use one
of our Collec Tins which you will find at both The Good Shepherd or St Mary’s.

* Please do give us your contact details when you donate, so we can thank you properly for your generous gift! You
can also contact us by email at treasurer@frenshamchurches.org.uk for our bank details, or just to let us know that
you have donated i other ways. Let’s make this centennial unforgettable—together. Thank you ! Jill Billings



http://www.frenshamchurches.org.uk/
https://givealittle.co/c/732LUCAplFTP2XVeyAQsFd

\'E& SPOOKY SPIDER DRIVE

Jane Walker and Harry Glover will be running another Spooky Spider Drive on Saturday 1st November at the
Royal British Legion Club in Frensham, starting promptly at 7:30pm.

Proceeds will be split 50/50 between St Mary’s church and the British Legion Club.

A ‘Spider Drive’ 1s very similar to the more usual ‘Beetle Drive’ but with more legs to draw!

Great fun! Good food! Good company! Harry Glover
Rainfall Totals

Dockentfield’s resident amateur meteorologist Jack has sent in the rainfall totals for May and June. Thank you, Jack!
Rainfall for May 2024 59.4mm June 2024 15.6mm

Rainfall for May 2025 23.6mm June 2025 36.6mm

May 2025 has been our lowest May rainfall since 2011.
Jack Bessant

Frensham Royal British Legion Club

The Ots B Driftwood Band Sunday lunchtime jazz event on 29th June featured some very enjoyable jazz and was
well attended.

You do not have to have a services connection to join this club, as it 1s also a village social club for Frensham,
Dockenfield and the surrounding area. Everyone is welcome - we have two full-sized snooker tables and
members can use the hall for family celebrations.

Upcoming events:

Thursday 14th August 7.30pm: Music Night - a variety of live music; all welcome.

Saturday 23rd August 7.30pm: V]J Day Quiz - a celebration of the end of World War 2. To commemorate 80
years since VJ-Day, we will be holding a quiz to raise funds for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal. We will
be providing a special warime-style light supper, and the charge will be .£7 per head to include quiz entry and
supper. The quiz will include some war related questions, but mostly the usual general knowledge and variety of
topics. There will also be a raffle and spirit draw.

Thursday 11th September 7.30pm: Music Night - varied live music; all welcome.
Saturday 20th September 7.30 for 8pm: General Knowledge Quiz - run by Val Gubby in aid of the Legion Club.

Teams of up to six, £4 per head - prizes for the winners and raffle.

Saturday 27th September 7.30 for 8pm: General Knowledge Quiz - organized by Tilford Women’s Institute, all
welcome. Teams of up to six, £4 per head - prizes for the winners and raffle.

Saturday 4th October 8pm: Live music from Brobed Stils. Brodie Mauluka and his band Brobed Stils
will be playing their unique mix of Reggae, Motown, Rock, Blues and African music. A very experienced
band with a vibrant brass section and well harmonised vocals, who can certainly entertain any age group
and have proved extremely popular on their previous appearances at the club. This 1s a great
opportunity to hear one of the best local bands here in the village. Come along to enjoy, to listen and to
dance - you are sure to have a great time.

Janet Caiger




News from Dockenfield Parish Council.

All Parish Council meetings are held in the Church of the Good Shepherd. If any residents wish to speak at the
meeting or bring any issues or ideas to our attention there is always a slot in the agenda for you, but please could you
advise the Clerk beforehand. The agenda can be found on the Parish Council website a week before the meeting. Our
web address 1s www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk. Alternatively, if you have any questions you would like discussed at the next
meeting, please contact the Clerk at dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates.
Tuesday 23rd September 8pm at The Church of the Good Shepherd.
County Council Unitary

Waverley Borough Council are undertaking a public consultation regarding the most far-reaching changes to local
government in 50 years. Visit the WBC link/website to find out more and have your say.

https://www.waverley.gov.uk/council-updates/read-our-latest-news/supporting-vou-to-have-vour-sayv-on-the-future-of-local-

government-in-surrey

The following link will take you directly to the consultation. You can access this link via the DNL e-copy available on
the DPC website where you can respond to the consultation and share your views.

Consultation on Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Surrey - Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government - Citizen Space

Our Community Spaces.

A quick survey of the two village ponds on and near Hatch field during the second week of July revealed some
unexpected results. Hatch Pond, (on the left as you approach the village). Although lush and shaded, has dried out,
with only soft mud remaining in the bottom. Whilst still a safe haven for amphibians the invertebrates will no doubt be
dormant in the mud.

Somewhat contrarily, the ephemeral pond at the North end of Hatch Field still has a couple of inches of clear water in
it, helped no doubt by the new field draimnage scheme, which 1s providing an invaluable water source for wildlife. The
water was teaming with invertebrates including Great Diving Beetle and the muddy margin was littered with animal
tracks and footprints.

The field was alive with butterflies and a surprising number of wildflowers dotted throughout the dried golden grasses.
It was a lovely place to wander on a warm summer evening and if you haven’t visited this tranquil haven, I highly
recommend a visit.

Dockenfield Day

Our Activities Committee took the sad decision to cancel our Dockenfield Day celebrations due to a disastrous weather
forcast. Sure enough the day arrived and although the morning was clear and sunny, there was a stiff wind that would
have been a problem for the tents and awnings and the afternoon took a turn for the worse at just after 3pm as the
thunder arrived and the heavens opened. It turned out to be a really good decision. Despite cancelling the day the Plant
Stall and the Raffle still went ahead. A huge thank you to the heroic volunteers who manned the plant stall and sold the
ice cream. Our thanks to everyone that bought barbeque and bar supplies, and to everyone who purchased raffle tickets
mn person or on line. We may not have been together in person but the whole community came together to create a
remarkable virtual Dockenfield Day where community spirit triumphed.

Annual Parish Meeting.

The APM was well attended with the Chair’s speech well received and, Paul Wood gave an informative talk about the
local government changes. Thank you to all who attended.

Defibrillators.

Just to recap you will find defibrillators at the following sites: The Telephone Box near the Church of the Good
Shepherd, The Street. The Bluebell, Batts Corner. The Old Convent, Old Lane, Dockenfield.



http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/
https://www.waverley.gov.uk/council-updates/read-our-latest-news/supporting-you-to-have-your-say-on-the-future-of-local-government-in-surrey
https://www.waverley.gov.uk/council-updates/read-our-latest-news/supporting-you-to-have-your-say-on-the-future-of-local-government-in-surrey
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/surrey/
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/surrey/

Cherubs Toddler Group Coffee Stop
Thursday mornings 9.30am - 11.30am (term time) Enjoy a hot drink, homemade cake and a chat at
at the Good Shepherd Coffee Stop at the Good Shepherd every Friday 10am
A great space for all with fun; refreshments; sociability - midday.
and singing. Barbara P
£2.50 per family per session. Starting again in September. arbara Fotter
Frensham and Dockenfield History Group Programme for 2025
Meetings take place at the Marindin Hall at 7.30pm

Tuesday, September 9th Speaker: Peter Chuter - Music from his personal record collection!

Tuesday, October 14th Speaker: Roy Waight - Jack the Ripper

Tuesday, November 11th Speaker: Anton Kleiven - King of Norway & Journey to Frensham

Tuesday, December 9th Christmas Party; Robert Grimmond - Yet more Old Artefacts!

Subscriptions for annual membership are £15 or come along as a visitor at £3 per visit.

If you would like any further information contact Chris Bonner, 01252 793668.

Dockenfield Ladies’ Night

Don’t forget Ladies’ night carries on during summer holiday!
Easy to remember because it’s the last Thursday of every month.

The next one 1s Thursday 31st July so make sure you've got any little ones in bed and head to the pub for a
drink in the garden

You can choose to eat or just have a drink and it’s a great way to keep up our fabulous community feel

and meet new friends in the village.

We have a Whatsapp group you can be added to to get updates on Ladies’ Nights. Message Joolz on
07833355359 to be added. Pop these dates in your diary now so that you don’t miss them!!

Thursday 31st July Thursday 28th August
Thursday 25th September Thursday 30th October
Thursday 27th November Joolz Miles

Men’s Night at The Bluebell

Dockenfield Men’s Night: join us on the second Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm at the Bluebell. If you’re new
to the village, 1t’s a great way to meet other people in a relaxed and convivial atmosphere. The next meetings are 14th
August and 11th September.

Please note the email list has been replaced by a WhatsApp group: to ensure any messages only go to those still
interested, message me to be added on 07930 98 66 77. Sebastian Fox

Farnham Foodbank

Thank you to everyone who donates to Farnham foodbank. Your continued support is always greatly appreciated.
A gentle reminder, that only non-perishable and unopened items, including hygiene products can be accepted.

Please do drop donations at Keepers Cottage, where you will find an electric gate for entry (there are no dogs on the
property, please ignore the sign). Items can be left in the lean-to next to the garages, where you will find a storage box
labelled "food bank" which 1s checked daily, alternatively, Stephen and Fiona can collect from you if this is easier.

Stephen and Fiona Jones 07710294690.
On behalf of Stephen and Fiona. The DNL Editorial Team.
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Letter to the Editor: A plea to stop garden bonfires in Dockenfield

The serious problem with garden waste (“green” waste) burning is the amount of particulate matter (PM) released
into the atmosphere.

Studies have shown that PM release through green waste burning is 30 times greater than that from a wood burning
stove (although these have their problems too). What 1s PM? A range of tiny airborne particles that pose risks to
health. When smaller than 10 microns in diameter (around one seventh of the thickness of a human hair) they can
be ingested into the lungs and even the bloodstream causing both respiratory and cardio-vascular problems. In
addition, the World Health Organisation has recently added PM to the list of carcinogens. So, any garden bonfire
hazards your health, your family’s and your neighbours’; repetitive instances can be deemed to pose a
neighbourhood nuisance and are prosecutable under statuary law.

The simple message 1s: Please do not burn your garden waste; either use the Waverley kerbside collection service, or
compost it, or shred it to make a mulch, or a combination of each. It is sad to report that other materials appear to
be burned in Dockentfield gardens too. It is a legal offence to burn household waste and animal waste, if you keep
poultry for instance, waste can only be burned under government licence with specially designed combustors.

Alan Cox

Big Band Jazz returns to St Mary’s Church Frensham -Saturday 13th September 2025.

After the success of last year’s concert, the 16-piece jazz ‘Barnes Big Band’, is coming back to St Mary’s Church,
Frensham, on the evening of Saturday 13th September. The band plays wide ranging and accessible big band jazz
including the music of the Count Basie Orchestra right through to more modern compositions written for the
Barnes band by musicians associated with 1t over the years.

The concert will start at 7.30pm but the bar will be open from 7pm and will remain open throughout the concert.
Tickets for the evening include canapes that will be served at the interval. Proceeds from the concert will go towards
Frensham and Dockenfield Churches. Tickets cost £25 and available from 1st August

from ticketsource.co.uk/frensham-pcc Jane, The Vicar

Frensham Pedallers

Come and join us. We are a [riendly/non-competitive group who head out every
Thursday evening at 6pm, from Hollowdene Recreation Ground. We explore local

lanes and bridleways, Frensham ponds, Hankley, Thursley and beyond. \\/\(%@

‘We are usually out for about 2 hours and aim to finish before dark, however, we ask that all riders carry lights just in
case of delays. Bikes should be suitable for bridle paths, and we welcome e-bikes. If you are interested in joining a ride

or want to find out more, drop us an email to Simon Trusler sitrusler@hotmail.com .We use a whatsapp group for

ease of communication. No fees - cycle at your own risk! Simon Trusler

Frensham & Dockenfield Village Lunch

Frensham and Dockenfield hold a Village Lunch every fourth Wednesday from January to November at the Royal
British Legion in Shortfield, Frensham and it 1s growing in popularity.

The lunch is run by the Community in conjunction with the British Legion and the Church and gives people of all
ages the chance to have somewhere to go, to have a hot meal, and to socialise with others.

The lunch consists of a main set meal with a vegetarian alternative and seven choices of pudding with a coffee or tea
afterwards, for the cost of £5.00. The bar is also open. Anybody can attend and no booking 1s required (except for
the Christmas lunch which is held on the 4" Wednesday in November).

In addition to the lunch, a charity runs a stall and there is a raffle. In August the Charity is the Church Fabric and in
September it is the Kingsley Trust.

The main course for August 1s jacket potato with various fillings and i September it is lasagne with garlic bread and
salad with vegetarian options and a choice of puddings and a coffee or tea to follow. Pam Watmore
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National Garden Scheme - Garden Open for Charity - The Mill House, Frensham

Saturday 30th August, Sunday 31st August 2-6pm NATIONAL

Adults £6 O

Tea, coffee & cake GARDEN
SCHEME

Roger & Kate Holmes are set to open their garden for the first ime under the NGS scheme. Set in the beautiful
valley between Dockenfield and Frensham, the 2-acre riverside garden surrounds the historic mill and offers formal
borders and lawns, a walled rose garden and vegetable garden. Bridges lead to a woodland riverside walk, orchard
and a further 6-acre meadow. The historic mill has been transformed for sustainability, with a hydroelectric system
powered by an Archimedes screw.

Roger Holmes

Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society.

AUGUST MEETING

This month on Thursday 14th August (earlier than normal), we welcome Jon Evans. Jon gave us a great talk last
year on Alpines. This year he will be talking on the subject “Autumn at Kew”. Please arrive from 7.30pm onwards,
for a prompt 8pm start at the Marindin Hall.

AUTUMN SHOW
We hold our Autumn Show on Saturday 6th September, with all the usual classes. We are finding that the

photograph competition is becoming more popular. These are all open classes so please do consider entering. The
classes this year are:

o Jack Frost

J ‘Winter Wonderland
J Wild Flowers
J My Favourite tree (Juniors only)

The open classes for floral arrangements are:

o Autumn Colours
o A vase of Graden Flowers
. My mug of tea (Juniors only)

All of our home industries are open classes and remember we do not charge for entering. The more entries the
merrier. Entries should however be staged between 9.15am to 10.45am for judging, and the show is open to visitors
from 2.30pm to 4pm.

Neil Mumford




Seen the Unseen: Celebrating Dyslexia Through Ceramics - A Community Art
Installation at Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity

A powerful new ceramic installation celebrating the achievements and lived experiences of people with dyslexia is now on
display at the Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity in Farnham. The artwork, titled Seen the Unseen, is the culmination of a
collaborative October Half Term project led by UCA Surrey Galleries, in association with Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity and
ceramic specialists 318 Ceramics. Funded by Farnham Town Council’s holiday grants scheme, the project brought together
local families, students, and friends for a week of creative workshops from 28 October to 1 November 2024. Over the course
of five sessions held at UCA, Helen Arkell, and 318 Ceramics, participants crafted a series of colourful clay discs, each
textured with personal marks and imprinted with the names and occupations of people with dyslexia. These people ranged
from famous individuals to people who attended the workshop and even their friends and family. Some discs were
intentionally left blank, representing the many individuals whose dyslexia remains undiagnosed or hidden. The final wall-hung
artwork 1s both vibrant and thought-provoking, sparking conversations about the visibility of invisible differences.

Hazel Radnor, Head of Fundraising at Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity, said: “This beautiful piece is not only a celebration of
creativity but also a meaningful statement about recognition, inclusion, and pride in difference. We're thrilled to host it and
deeply grateful to our partners and the Farnham community.” The installation was unveiled with a visit from the Mayor of
Farnham, who joined representatives from UCA, 318 Ceramics, and the Helen Arkell team to mark the occasion.

‘Workshop facilitators Kathy Mason and Sian Van Driel from 318 Ceramics brought expert guidance and encouragement
throughout the sessions, ensuring each piece was both meaningful and beautifully crafted.

Media Contact:

Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity
Email: news@helenarkell.org.uk
Phone: 01252 792 400

‘Website: www.helenarkell.org.uk

Helen Arkell

Wikttt

Dyslexia Charity
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