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Welcome to this autumnal edition of our 

Dockenfield Newsletter. As we enter the 

season of misty mornings, autumn colours 

and the fruitful abundance of nature’s 

harvest, it is a delight to be able to look 

forward to some of the exciting activities 

that the village and surrounding area has to 

offer. Whether you are planning on carving 

pumpkins with your little ones or taking up 

a new hobby bear us in mind and cast an 

eye over what fun can be found in the 

village this autumn.  

Sitting comfortably – check; feet up – 

check; cuppa -check; DNL – check; Go, 

Go, Go!        

     The DNL Team 

SAVE THE DATE                                                                 

Dockenfield Christmas Party 2025 

 

      Date: Friday, December 12th. 6.30pm (Time TBC) 

      Location: Good Shepherd Church 

Celebrate this Christmas with friends, neighbours and the whole 

family at our hugely popular village Christmas Party.  

Enjoy a tasty plate of home cooked food, traditional mince pies,  

bar, great music, a fun quiz and seasonal games with prizes. 

                                                                                                                          The Activities Committee. 
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News from Dockenfield Parish Council 

All Parish Council meetings are held in the Church of the Good Shepherd. If any residents wish to speak 

at the meeting, bring any issues or ideas to our attention as there is always a slot on the agenda for you, but 

please could you advise the Clerk beforehand. 

The agenda can be found on the Parish Council website a week before the meeting. Our web address is 

www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk. 

Alternatively, if you have any questions, you would like discussed at the meeting, please contact the Clerk at 

dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Future Parish Council Meeting Dates. 

Tuesday 21st October, 8pm at The Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Meeting with your MP. 

 

On Sunday the 3rd of August Dockenfield Parish Council met with our local MP, Mr Gregory Stafford, in 

the snug at The Bluebell. 

We brought several agenda items to discuss with him, all of which we believed would be relevant to many 

of the residents of Dockenfield. 

We asked firstly about the Natural England Surrey Hills Boundary Review and its progress. Having 

followed up with Natural England, Mr Stafford reported to us that things are progressing, though not at 

great speed - NE are aiming to begin the formal Notice Period before the end of 2025, with the final 

proposal to be submitted to the Secretary of State sometime in 2026. Keep your fingers crossed that they 

stick to these dates, and let’s hope our patience is rewarded. 

Next with the advent of Unitary Councils in Surrey, we asked Mr Stafford to pursue a question as to the 

role of Parish Council comments in planning decisions. Mr Stafford brought our question to the Ministry 

of Housing. We will be following up on this one as the Ministry of Housing very kindly clarified the 

current position but did not shed any light upon our requested action. 

We asked about the government position with regard to the debt burden of some of Surrey’s Borough 

councils and how that might influence the process of Local Government Reorganisation and whether the 

Government would be stepping in. Mr Stafford agreed to pass on our concerns to the relevant people. 

Incidentally, there have since been articles in the press relating to this issue and it seems that the 

government is aware and taking action, although details of the action to be taken are currently unclear. 

We also talked about unrestricted development in Surrey and our view that this should only continue with 

planned, adequate and built-in infrastructure improvements. Our comments are being passed to the 

relevant department.              Continued overleaf. 

http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/
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Finally, we brought a few other questions including the state of our waterways and how the government 

plans to incentivise Corporate Water Companies to clean up our rivers, and, of course, the state of the 

roads. 

It was a useful and productive couple of hours, with excellent follow up and communication from Mr 

Stafford and his Office. DPC would like to thank him and his staff for their time and commitment to our 

community. We’re very grateful to have been given so much of his valuable time. 

Defibrillators 

Just to recap you will find defibrillators at the following sites: The Telephone Box near the Church of  the 

Good Shepherd, The Street. The Bluebell, Batts Corner. The Old Convent, Old Lane, Dockenfield. 

Bealeswood Common 

This month has seen the annual cut of the Common by Waverley Borough Council. It was undertaken 

slightly early to try to avoid a repetition of last year’s rain related issues. It went without a hitch on good firm 

ground. 

Also, BT have replaced a rotting pole on the Common, carefully, and under the keen supervision of Vicky 

(WBC Ranger) and Alan from the BWRG. The work was undertaken on the 18th September, thoughtfully 

and outside of the bird nesting season, after consultation with WBC, DPC and BWRG back in May of this 

year.                                          Amanda Adolph (dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com) and Jessica Hobday 

(dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk) 

 

 

 

Rainfall Totals 

Rainfall for July 2024 60mm                                August 2024 39mm 

Rainfall for July 2025 78.8mm                             August 2025 26.4mm 

 

August 2025 rainfall was the lowest August rainfall since 2015 

            Jack Bessant 

 

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group 

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group are running the popular Autumn Fungi Walk led by Manda 

Adolph, starting from the Notice Board at 10:30am on Saturday 11th October until 12:00 noon. Book with 

Manda by emailing on amandaadolph@gmail.com, giving your contact details, how many are attending, 

also indicate if you require a lunch reservation post walk at The Bluebell.  

(Photo: Candlesnuff Fungus taken on last year’s walk- Manda Adolph.) 

 

 

mailto:dockenfieldchairman@hotmail.com
mailto:dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Cherubs Toddler Group 

Thursday mornings 9.30am – 11.30am (term time) 

at the Good Shepherd, a great space for all, with 

fun; refreshments; sociability and singing.  £2.50 per 

family per session. 

 

Coffee Stop 

Enjoy a hot drink and homemade cake and a 

chat at Coffee Stop at the Good Shepherd every 

Friday 10am – midday. 

    

    

 

Spooky Spider Drive 

….like a Beetle Drive, but with more legs to draw! 

On Saturday 1st November Jane Walker and Harry Glover will be running another Spooky Spider 

Drive, starting at 7:30pm at Frensham Royal British Legion Club. 

 It will be lots of fun with spiders, bar, raffle and great food – sumptuous Hotpot supper with Veggie 

option (and lovely cakes for pudding!) £15 per person including food 

Tickets available from Harry Glover: Tel: 01252 797827 or email: harry.glover@btinternet.com 

 The evening’s proceeds will be split 50/50 between St Mary’s Church and 

Frensham British Legion Club. 

 

 

 

    Photo: “September on Hatch Field” by Amanda Adolph. 

Frensham & Dockenfield Village Lunch 

22nd October will be Cottage Pie with vegetarian alternative, and the charity is St Mary’s Trust.   

26th November will be the Christmas lunch and will cost £7.00 which has to be booked and paid for in  

advance. Bookings are being taken at the September and October lunches. The Charity Stall will be the W.I. 

There is no Village Lunch in December, but we will resume in the 4th week of January.         Pam Watmore 

Remembrance Sunday in Dockenfield - Sunday 9th November 2025 

Dockenfield Parish Council have received permission to close The Street in Dockenfield for the annual 

Remembrance Sunday Parade. This will take place on Sunday 9th November from 12.30pm until 1.30pm. If 

you are planning on travelling through the village, please bear the road closure in mind and plan an alternative 

route. The road will be closed to all traffic ( including cyclists). We apologise for any inconvenience. 

We need your help. 

If anyone can spare an hour of their time on Remembrance Sunday, we need a volunteer to help marshal the 

road closure at the west end of the village. If you don’t mind spending an hour keeping the road closure sign 

company, while the parade is taking place, helping to reroute any traffic that has missed our road closure 

announcement, we would be grateful for your help. Please contact Jessica on dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

if you would be willing and able to help. Thank you.                                                                 Amanda Adolph 

mailto:dockenfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk


 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkin Recipes for Halloween 

I love Halloween and every October I take myself off to Country Market (other retail outlets are available) and pick 

up a couple of their Pumpkins to carve. I may be considered a ‘big kid’ for my enthusiasm, but I really enjoy 

carving a pumpkin lantern or two. 

To really get that fantastic deep orange luminescence it is important to remove all the seeds and as much of the 

flesh as possible prior to carving. Being a “zero waste” kind of person I always try to use the removed “insides”.  

More to the point I love the goodies that result from the flesh and the seeds from my Pumpkin and this year I 

thought I’d share some of my favourite Pumpkin recipes for other carving enthusiasts to try. 

 

Roasted Pumpkin seeds… Scoop out the seeds from the inside of your freshly opened pumpkin. 

It's easier to sift the seeds from the string than you'd think and it takes about 5 minutes. 

Wash the seeds to remove any remaining pulp.  Drain well and pat dry with kitchen towel. Put the seeds on a 

baking tray and preheat your oven to 180°. 

• Drizzle over a tablespoon or two of olive oil. 

• A couple of shakes of light soy sauce. 

• 'Maggi' hot sauce (or similar) to taste. (I use 8 drops). 

• Salt and ground black pepper to taste.  

Use your hands to mix together and coat all the seeds. Spread the seeds out on the baking tray and roast on the top 

shelf of the oven for 20 to 25 minutes (until golden brown). Watch them as they burn quickly and will then taste 

bitter.             

Leave to cool thoroughly before eating and store in an airtight container. Pumpkin seeds are super healthy, 

containing vitamins, protein, healthy fats and potassium and packed with antioxidants.  

 

Pumpkin Soup . (This can equally be made with butternut squash). 

• 2 onions chopped. Fry in butter, add, 

• 2 cloves of garlic, crushed. 

• Add 1 kg pumpkin flesh, some salt and pepper. 

• 1 tsp ginger and half a tsp of mace. 

Sweat for ten minutes on a low heat. 

• Next add 500 ml of chicken stock (or veggie stock) and simmer until the pumpkin is soft. 

• Add the juice of a small orange.  

• 3 dsp of Grand Marnier, (Brandy or Cointreau work too). 

Wizz in a blender, if you have one and if you like a smooth soup, before returning to the pan.  

• Add 2 oz of grated cheddar or Gruyère cheese and 150ml cream. 

Stir over a gentle heat until the cheese melts. Serve in hot bowls with crusty bread. 

 

Pumpkin puree and Pumpkin juice… For each kilo of pumpkin flesh, place in a large pan with about 300 ml of 

water.  Bring to the boil and simmer, covered, until the pumpkin is soft, mush a bit with a potato masher. Remove 

the lid and simmer until the surface of the pumpkin makes ploppy craters. Wizz into a smooth puree in a blender 

or use a handheld blender. Turn off heat and leave in the pan until cold. 

Place a clean muslin cloth in a large sieve (or use a jelly bag) over a large bowl. Pour the contents of the pan into the 

sieve. Let the bulk of the juice drain through. Squeeze the muslin gently until the pulp is soft and damp, each kilo 

will produce about 500g of puree (the perfect quantity for a pie, recipes available online).   

 

Pumpkin Juice… Conserve the juice from your sieved puree. Measure, place in a large pan, heat gently until warm.  

For every pint of juice add 2 oz sugar, about 2.5 cm cinnamon stick, the juice of a small orange and half a teaspoon 

of ground ginger. 

Stir in all the ingredients, cook gently until the sugar is melted, then bring to the boil. Boil for 5 minutes then leave 

to cool and pour into sterilised bottles.  

Seal and refrigerate. Drink once chilled. Keeps for a few days in the fridge. ( Or you could freeze it in liquid bags or 

ice trays if you have loads). Enjoy! 

 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frensham Royal British Legion Club 

The VJ Day 80th Anniversary Quiz on 23rd August was very successful and raised £645 for the Poppy Appeal – thank you 

to everyone who attended. 

Upcoming events: 

Saturday 4th October 8pm: Live music from Brobed Stils - Brodie Mauluka and his band playing Motown, Soul, Rock, 

Blues, Reggae and African sounds from Rumba to Township! One of the most popular bands in the Farnham area, 

Brobed Stils have played at the Legion several times and have always brought in an enthusiastic crowd and put on a great 

evening’s entertainment. A night not to be missed. 

Thursday 9th October 7.30pm: Music Night - a variety of live music; all welcome. 

Saturday 11th October 7.30pm: Quiz – organised by Millbridge WI. All welcome, teams of up to six, entry £5 per head. 

Saturday 18th October 7.30pm: Harvest Home Auction – an ever-popular annual tradition, to raise funds for the Poppy 

Appeal and the club. Donations are needed and appreciated, i.e. traditional home-made items, cakes, jams + preserves, 

pies, wines + spirits, unwanted gifts, plants, etc – anything in good condition suitable for auctioning - these can be brought 

into the club beforehand during opening hours, or on the day. This is a great evening out with lots of fun and laughs; all are 

welcome, members and non-members. 

Saturday 25th October 8pm: Halloween Party with Buffalo Bill’s Disco & Karaoke. We have had Buffalo Bill at the club 

on several occasions before and it is always a great night’s entertainment, so do make sure to come along. Fancy dress 

optional. 

Saturday 1st November 7.30pm: Spider Drive and Supper. Organised by Harry Glover and the Rev Jane Walker in aid of 

St Mary’s Church and the Legion Club. These are always great fun evenings, with a chance to meet new people and have a 

delicious meal – more details elsewhere in the DNL. 

Sunday 9th November 1pm: Remembrance Sunday: Why not come along to our service at the war memorial outside the 

club given by Rev Jane Walker and afterwards enjoy a two-course lunch in the Legion. No need to book – just turn up and 

pay at the door. There will also be a raffle, with profits from the lunch and raffle going to the Poppy Appeal. 

Thursday 13th November 7.30pm: Music Night - a variety of live music; all welcome. 

Saturday 22nd November 8pm: Live music from the Boomers. A lively four piece covers band specialising in Rock, Pop 

and Rhythm & Blues. They are very popular in Surrey, and a great night is assured. 

Tuesday 2nd December 8pm: Club AGM – we hope as many members as possible will come to hear the committee’s 

report on the past year, elect the committee for next year and ask any questions you may have. 

Janet Caiger 

Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society AGM 

We are holding our AGM on Thursday 23rd October 2025 at the Marindin Hall.  It starts at 7.30pm for an 8pm 

start. Wine and soft drinks and nibbles are included.    

 

The AGM will be followed by a “Gardener’s Question Time”.  Bring your questions about your garden for the 

“experts” to help you with.  

Looking forward, the Members’ supper is on Friday 28th November. Save the date!   Jilly Steventon 

Goodbye to an Old Friend 

It is with heavy hearts that we bring you the sad news that our old friend, Mark Vardy, passed away at the 

beginning of last week. Mark was a stalwart of the village, was a great friend, and will be greatly missed by many of 

us. He delivered copies of the DNL through rain and shine for more than 40 years. We would like to send our 

deepest condolences to Sally and all his family.  Please know that we are thinking of you and sending love at this, 

the saddest of times.                The DNL Team 



 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poppy Appeal 2025 

The Royal British Legion has confirmed that we are allowed to have a normal Poppy Appeal this year and 

so our collection period will run from 24 October to 9 November. Our team of dedicated collectors will be 

visiting houses in Frensham and Dockenfield during that period, selling poppies. Donations for poppies 

can also be made at the usual strategic locations, such as The Royal British Legion Club, the Frensham 

Village Shop, local pubs and schools or by bank transfer to “RBL Poppy Appeal” sort code 30-11-75, a/c 

no 01937121, quoting reference SEH09. Dockenfield villagers have always shown very generous support 

for the Poppy Appeal in the past and we hope that you will feel able to fully support the Appeal again this 

year. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the Poppy Appeal, such as being part of the team selling 

poppies outside supermarkets, shops, in your street or at work, please contact me. 

Remembrance Sunday 09.11.25 

We plan to have our usual four Remembrance Sunday services this year with changes as necessitated by 

Health & Safety regulations. The Royal British Legion is now forbidden from taking any responsibility for 

traffic management as a result of a multi-million pound insurance claim. This means that we need to adjust 

our Services and subject to the appropriate permissions being granted the plans are as follows:- 

10.15 am Frensham Memorial Service – if we receive permission from Waverley Borough Council (WBC) 

we will remain on the Green by St Mary’s School and will NOT cross the A287 to the Memorial. All 

attendees do so at their own risk. 

There will be NO parade from the Green to the church. Anyone who walks from the Green to the church 

does so at their own risk. There will be NO Traffic Marshalls. 

Wreaths for this Memorial Service will be laid in the Church Service and subsequently placed at the 

Frensham Memorial. 

10.50 am Remembrance Service, St Mary’s Church, Frensham. Wreaths that in the past had been laid at 

the Frensham Memorial Service will from now on be laid at this Church Service. 

12.30 pm Dockenfield Memorial Service – subject to Dockenfield Parish Council being granted a 

Temporary Traffic Management Order, we will hold this service as usual in The Street by the Memorial. 

1 pm Royal British Legion Club Memorial Service – as usual followed by lunch in the club, to be paid for 

on the day. 

Peter James. Local Poppy Appeal Organiser 

peterjames123@gmail.com 
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Dockenfield Ladies’ Night 

 As the darker nights draw in, let's add a touch of sparkle to your calendar with our upcoming 

'Ladies’ Nights'! Save these dates:  

• Thursday 30th October   

• Thursday 27th November 

 Join us at The Bluebell around 7:30 pm (ish) for a relaxed evening over a glass of your favourite 

drink. It's a chance to unwind, catch up with friends old and new, and enjoy the cosy atmosphere. Plus, if 

you're feeling peckish, the pub offers some tasty treats to nibble on alongside your drinks—so feel free to come 

hungry or just for a glass and a chat! 

 Want to get event reminders? We've got our own WhatsApp group where we share updates and 

friendly messages. If you'd like to join, simply send a message to Joolz Miles at 07833355359, and she'll add 

you to the group. 

 So come and join us for some laid-back evenings filled with laughter and good company. We can't 

wait to welcome you!         Joolz Miles 
 

 

Dockenfield Men’s Night at The Bluebell 

Join us on the second Thursday of every month for Men's Night. It's a great opportunity to relax and enjoy the 

convivial atmosphere at The Bluebell. From 8.00pm, with food orders before 8.30pm. If you would like to be 

added to the WhatsApp group to receive monthly reminders, please text Sebastian Fox on 07930 98 66 77. 

 sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

                                                                                                       Sebastian Fox 

Dockenfield Newsletter is produced entirely by volunteers. Neither the editor nor any of the contributors or distributors claim payment or expenses 

of any kind. The only cost is that of printing and this is paid for by Dockenfield Parish Council who consider the Newsletter an important service to 

the village. The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council. Letters and articles that are submitted for publication are 

credited to their author and/or their organisation. All unaccredited articles have been written by the editor. Contributors should also note that the 

Newsletter appears on the Dockenfield Parish Council website. Hard copies of Dockenfield Newsletter are delivered six times a year to all 300 or 

so households in and around the village. In addition, around 200 people, predominantly but not necessarily local, are emailed a copy upon 

publication. Both services are entirely free of charge and without obligation. If you don’t live in the village but enjoy reading the Newsletter and 

would like to be added to this mailing list, please email dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com. Please be reassured that this mailing list is used to 

distribute pdf copies of the Newsletter and for no other purpose and will never be disclosed to any third party. Alternatively, if you are already on 

this list and wish to unsubscribe at any time, again just email as above and your name will be removed from the list immediately. Many readers like 

to save their copies of the Newsletter, but if you don’t do this, then please recycle carefully. The deadline for the next edition is  15 November 2025 

with items sent by email please, as a Word attachment, to dockenfieldnewsletter@gmail.com or a note in the post box at 1 Mountview, Batts 

Corner, Dockenfield. 

 
 

 

mailto:sebastianfox@hotmail.co.uk

