Bealeswood Common Wildlife
July 2025

Butterflies and Moths (PH)

After a slow start in the spring, butterflies are having a successful year. This month
we have recorded: Small, Large and Essex Skippers, Brimstone, Large White, Small
White, Green-veined White, Purple Hairstreak, Small Copper, Brown Argus,
Common Blue, Painted Lady, Comma, Silver-washed Fritillary, Speckled Wood,
Marbled White, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, and Purple Emperor.

One of our group was fortunate to see and photograph the valesina form of the
Silver-washed Fritillary, where the usual orange-brown background colour is
replaced by bronze-green with a pink wash on the underside. Despite being a
dominant gene, these occur in fairly low numbers (5 to 15 percent and only
manifested in females) which is probably because males do not readily recognise a
valesina female and so her chances of mating are reduced (according to research
by Dietrich Magnus published 1958). Some books use a different spelling for this
form; valezina. It is said that the British lepidopterist F.W. Frohawk attempted to
change the spelling from an s to a z after he named his daughter Valesina. However,
valesina has priority, and is used here.

Valesina form of Silver-washed Fritillary on Valesina form, showing the green tinge on
Knapweed flower- Bealeswood Common wing. Photographed by Clare Jackson in nearby
(Photo Alex Potts) Alice Holt Forest

Few Common Blues were recorded earlier in the season but the second brood
has started now and could continue into August and September. The larval food
plants - on Bealeswood the trefoils and clovers — had already been affected by the
lack of rain earlier, which may affect the success of this second brood.



I's been a good year for Purple Hairstreaks after last year’s disappointing
season. During a recent visit by a group from the Alton Natural History Society
these small greyish butterflies were spotted flying in their normal habitat near the top
of ash trees by this notice. But we were treated to a better view when an individual
conveniently descended to rest on a twig at eye level. Their abundance this year
may be due to their feeding on aphid dew so that the drying up of nectar flowers
earlier in July probably had little effect on them. However Speckled Woods also feed
primarily on aphid dew, but their numbers seem to be down this year, which may
suggest competition for a food source between the 2 species.

Purple Hairstreak on a fern leaf Purple Hairstreak on favoured Oak twig,
(Photo Alex Potts) Bealeswood Common (Photo Anne Tutt)

A moth trap was run this month, on land adjacent to Bealeswoood Common, which
yielded 58 species, before their release; 15 new for Bealeswood:

2025 July 10* At Keeper’s Cottage, Dockenfield

Brackets indicate number of each species.
*Not previously recorded at Bealeswood

Macro-moths

Lasiocampidae

*Buff Arches Habrosyne pyritoides
*Drinker Euthrix potatoria
Geometridae

*Least Carpet Idaea rusticate
Single-dotted Wave Idaea dimidiate (2)
Small Fan-footed Wave Idaea biselata
Riband Wave Idaea aversata (2)

Mocha Cyclophora annularia

Maiden’s Blush Cyclophora punctaria
*Large Twin-spot Carpet Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata
*Yellow Shell Bilineata bilineata

*July Highflyer Hydriomena furcata (3)
*Small Phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata



*Sandy Carpet Perizoma flavofasciata
Double-striped Pug Gymnoscelis rufifasciata (2)
White-spotted Pug Eupithecia tripunctaria
Sharp-angled Peacock Macaria alternata
Tawny-barred Angle Macaria literata

Brimstone Opisthograptis luteolata (2)
September Thorn Ennomos erosaria (5)

Early Thorn Selenia dentaria

Purple Thorn Selenia tetralunaria

Willow Beauty Peribatodes abruptaria (2)
Notodontidae

Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina (2)

Buff-tip Phalera Bucephala (2)

Erebidae

Straw Dot Rivula sericealis (3)

Black Arches Lymantria monachal (9)

Yellow-tail Euproctis similis (5)

*Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia fuliginosa borealis (12)
Rosy Footman Miltochrista miniata (11)

*Buff Footman Eilema depressa

Dingy Footman Eilema griseola (6)

Common Footman Eilema lurideola (5)

Scarce Footman Eilema complana

*Fan-foot Herminia tarispennalis

Beautiful Hook-tip Laspeyria flexula

Light Crimson Underwing Catocala promissa
Noctuidae

Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis (3)

*Coronet Craniophora ligustri (4)

Copper Underwing Amphipyra pyramidea
Uncertain/Rustic Hoplodrina octogenarian/Hoplodrina blanda (14)
Dusky Sallow Eremobia ochroleuca (4)

Ear Moth Amphipoea oculea

Dark Arches Apamea monoglypha

Common Rustic Mesapamea secalis/secalella (4)
Cloaked Minor Mesoligia furunculi

Dun-bar Cosmia trapezina (35)

Minor Shoulder-knot Brachylomia viminalis (2)
Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing Noctua fimbriata
Lesser Yellow Underwing Noctua comes

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing Noctua janthe (2)
Double Square-spot Xestia Triangulum (3)

Micro-moths

*Rosy Tabby Endotricha flammealis (11)
Thicket Knot-horn Acrobasis suavella (3)
Long-legged Tabby Synaphe punctalis (3)



Ermine Moth spec. Yponomeuta spec.
*QOak Lantern Carcina quercana

*Qak Knot-horn Phycita roborella
Maple Button Acleris forsskaleana

Bumblebees (AP)

Last year, observations of Red-tailed
Bumblebees, usually a common species,
dropped by a worrying 74% across the
country. The cold, wet weather in spring and
early summer took a major toll during their
most vulnerable period, when queens are
starting new colonies. Encouragingly, we've
seen good numbers of workers and males on
the Common this year, which suggests that at
least one nest has done well. Queens and
workers are black with a red tail, while males,
like the one in the photo, stand out with yellow
hairs on the collar and face.

Flowers- What’s in a name? (DB)

To some, Latin or scientific names are a complication and a confusion. Why call the
well-known Ragged Robin- Silene flos-cuculi ? The second part of the name is for
the species and the first part the genus, being a group of closely related species.
However, sometimes the Latin name gives useful, or even important information
about the plant and has been carefully considered by the botanist who originally
named the plant. Examples being species labelled as sylvatica (for those growing in
hedges and woods) e.g. Hedge woundwort- Stachys sylvatica (still flowering on the
Common) or growing in fields e.g Convolvulus arvensis the Latin name for Field
Bindweed, with its delicate pink flowers that have just gone over.

Two wildflowers frequently seen on the Common in the summer share a specific
name; dioica, which seems less obvious: Stinging Nettle- Urtica dioica (yes it’'s a
wildflower!) and the Red Campion- Silene dioica and this refers to their sexual
orientation. Some flowers and trees have male and female flowers or structures on
the same plant (e.g. Hazel and Sweet Corn) and these are called monoecious
(pronounced moneeshoos) plants. Other species have plants of different sexes and
these are called dioecious (di-eeshoos), such as Yew trees, Willow trees and yes,
you've guessed it, both Stinging Nettles and Red Campions. So there are girl and
boy stinging nettles and yes, they will both sting you.
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Left- Female Nettle
plant. This specimen
now has fertilized
seeds that are divided
into geometric clusters
that are weighing the
flowers downwards
away from the leaves.

Right- Male Nettle
plant with small bobbly
flowers held on more
upright stems. These
produce the pollen to
fertilize the female
flowers on nearby
plants.
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