
 Bealeswood Common Wildlife 
June 2025  

as reported by the Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG) 
(Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin Hall,  

Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tutt) 

 
Bats at Dusk- Our first wild Dockenfield walk will take place at 8.30pm, Tuesday 5th 

of August. An introductory talk by Carol Fillingham with be followed by a walk 

around the Common with bat detectors led by Carol and James. Contact Dan 

Bosence on dwjbosence@btinternet.com to reserve a place. No charge, but 

donations to Surrey Bat Group. In our 2023 bat walk 6 species were detected. 

Contrasting Dry and Damp Habitats on the Common in June- The view across 

the Common this month is reminiscent of that seen in the summer of 2022. The 

grassy sward is predominantly brown rather than the vibrant purples and yellows of 

the Knapweed, buttercups and vetches of more normal years. In 2022 it looked the 

same but the following following spring all our usual wildflowers came into bloom 

and at about their usual time. 

 Away from the desiccated and cracked grasslands the Lower Common (see 

map to your left) is a damper and more shaded habitat and in August 2023 funds 

were obtained to dredge part of the pond (below Bealeswood House) and rebuild 

the dam and overflow.  The pond now collects the water from the ditches flowing 

down the lane during winter and, after some remedial work to rebuild the dam 

earlier this year and install an overflow channel, is now holding water. However, this 

has been reduced in volume over the dry spring and summer. 

 
Bealeswood Pond (photo Alex Potts) with Bullrush (foreground) and Yellow Iris (background). 

Foreground fringe includes Watercress, Brooklime, Floating Sweetgrass and Marsh Bedstraw.  



Last year saw a profusion of wildflowers coming up from the disturbed ground 

including the delightfully named Monkeyflower and Veronica beccabunga (or 

Brooklime). This year they have been joined with a Common Mallow that is rarely 

reported on the Common (Photos: Left and Centre- Alan Cox, right- Alex Potts). 

  
Monkeyflower         Brooklime          Common Mallow Malva sylvestris             

Mimulus guttatus        Veronica beccabunga         with Common Carder Bee  

The pond has proved an invaluable resource for our wildlife and new records 

are being added to our floral and faunal lists for the Common. Two emperors have 

been recorded for the first time this month. A Purple Emperor (Apatura iris) butterfly 

visited the pond for a drink and others have been seen in nearby gardens (and 

even a kitchen!), all not that far away from the “master trees” in Alice Holt Forest. 

Possibly, even more spectacular is the Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator), 

Europe’s largest dragonfly and said to be characteristic of new ponds. Nothing else 

needs to be said about these two royals, apart from Alex Potts’ photographs: 

  
Purple Emperor (Apatura iris)    Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator) 

From the amphibian camp we can also record frog spawn and Smooth Newts 

and through earlier DNA sampling of the pond water (courtesy of WBC) the 

presence of Great Crested Newts. 

 Finally, this month a Roe Deer and her two fawns have been spotted drinking 

at the pond by Rob and Doris from Farm Cottage. 



Goat Moth (Cossus cossus) Special Report (AP, PH). This is the UK’s heaviest 

moth and has a wingspan of 70-100 mm. It is only found in scattered locations in 

England and is recognised as a nationally scarce species but in some places is 

regarded as a pest as it can cause the death of mature hardwood trees. The 

caterpillar gives the moth its name, as it is said to have a distinctive “goaty” smell. It 

has now turned up in a garden adjacent to Bealeswood Common. This has its 

benefits in that it could be regularly observed and its extraordinary life history has 

been recorded by our expert wildlife photographer Alex Potts.  

In August 2024 the distinctive dark red/brown-backed and orange-sided 

caterpillar was spotted excavating its way into an old tree stump (photos 1-2). The 

caterpillar, having spent 3-4 years feeding inside a broad-leaved tree trunk, then 

spent the winter in the tree stump (photo 3). A pupa was observed pushing its way 

out of the stump in late May (photos 4-5). The stump was netted in order to 

complete the photographic record with the freshly emergent moth, here caught 

resting on a twig in early June. The larval stage can take up to 5 years before it 

pupates, to emerge the following summer, and so Alex and Philippa were fortunate 

to have seen the last stages of its unusual life cycle. The released moth then 

started its new and short life, as it does not eat, but must find a mate to start the 

extraordinary life cycle over again. 

 

Photos 1, 2- Goat Moth caterpillar seeking holes for overwintering and pupating. 3- the hole was 
sealed over. Photos 4,5- The pupa emerging from the stump. Left- view of Goat Moth resting on 
nearby branch (Photos by Alex Potts). 


