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Flowers (DB)
Record breaking sunshine and temperatures through Spring have had a visible

effect on the flora of the Common. The flowers are earlier and the foliage is less well
developed, particularly over the better drained areas towards the top of the Common
(ie. below this noticeboard). This near drought was an additional stress to our plant
communities compounding the damage caused by grass-cutting machinery last
October and uninvited quad bikes during February (hence the logs by the notice).

However, deep-rooted roses are doing well, as they are in many gardens in the
village. On Bealeswood, there are two wild rose species and two varieties of hybrid
roses, thought to arise from cross-pollination with garden roses. The wild roses are
the Field Rose (Rosa arvensis) and the Dog Rose (Rosa canina) and both are seen
in the hedges and woodland edges to the Common. Possibly the Dog Rose is more
frequently seen, but we haven’t counted them! The Field is distinguished from the
Dog by its creamy-white flowers which have a yellow column (the styles or female
parts of the flower).

The Dog Rose (a name commonly, and incorrectly, used for any wild rose) varies
in colour from white through to mauve and pink and these have a small tuft or bump
in the centre of the flower. Both may get infested with the larvae of the Rose Gall
Wasp to form tufts of reddish-brown hairs known as Robin’s Pincushions (not the
bird, but the wood sprite Robin Goodfellow)

Field Rose (Rosa arvensis) Dog Rose (Rosa canina) (photos: Alan Cox)



Of the hybrid roses, the most spectacular is a Rosa multiflora or Many-flowered
Rose climbing through a scrub island below this notice. Considered to be a hybrid
with a garden climbing rose, such as “Kiftsgate”, it has simple flowers (like a Dog
Rose) but born on a multiple branching stems. This display lasts for just a few weeks
each year but is then covered in red hips in the autumn.

Multiflora Rose- simple flowers on Double rose- with two or three additional
many branched stems. rows of petals (photos Dan Bosence)

The few examples of Double roses we have demonstrate a common abnormality in
flowers that has been used by flower breeders over the years to produce more
colourful and spectacular blooms in roses, but also Camellias and Carnations.

Birds (AC, DB)

For the past three years members of BWRG have made the very early start needed
to participate in International Dawn Chorus Day. Held on the first Sunday in May,
this is a worldwide celebration of the spring symphony of birdsong. This year Alan
Cox was joined by Dan Bosence and Colin Hall at 4.15 am in the dark by the bench
at the top of Bealeswood Common.

The total number of birds heard was very respectable 30 species, including 3
from Hatch Field (Garden Warbler, Whitethroat and Stonechat). This compares well
with last year’s total of 29 and the 33 species heard in the same areads in 2023. In
order of singing and/or sighting our choristers this year were: Tawny Owl, Song
Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Wren, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Woodpigeon, Blackcap,
Chiffchaff, Magpie, Dunnock, Firecrest, Nuthatch, Great Tit, Carrion Crow, Starling,
Greenfinch, Coal Tit, Goldfinch, House Sparrow, Treecreeper, Stock Dove,
Swallow, Mallard, Pheasant, and Cuckoo.



Butterflies, Moths, Bumblebees and Dragonflies (PH, AC, AP)

Very few butterflies have been recorded on the transects this month and their
numbers have also been low (2 Orange-tips, 9 x Speckled Woods, 6 x Small Whites,
1 x Holly Blue). We hope for more in June!

Moth trapping has been more successful and on the 28" April 31 species were
recorded (and then released, in case you were worried) including 9 species new for
Bealeswood; Brindled Pug , Early Tooth-striped, Sharp-angled Peacock, Barred
Umber, Purple Thorn, Sallow Kitten, Iron Prominent, Muslin Moth, and Knot Grass.
The full list is below

April 28" 2025 at Keeper’s Cottage, Bealeswood Common
Chinese Character Cilix glaucata

Frosted Green Polyploca ridens

Red-green Carpet Chloroclysta siterata
V-Pug Chloroclysta v-ata

Brindled Pug Eupithecia abbreviate*
Oak-tree Pug Eupithecia dodoneata
Narrow-winged Pug Eupithecia nanata
Marbled Pug Eupithecia irriguata

Early Tooth-striped Trichopteryx carpinata*
Sharp-angled Peacock Macaria alternata*
Barred Umber Plagodis pulveraria *
Brimstone Moth Opisthograptis luteolata
Purple Thorn Selenia tetralunaria*
Brindled Beauty Lycia hirtaria

Sallow Kitten Furcula furcula*

Marbled Brown Drymonia dodonaea
Lunar Marbled Brown Drymonia ruficornis
Iron Prominent Notodonta dromedarius*
Great Prominent Peridea anceps

Swallow Prominent Pheosia tremula

Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina

Pale Tussock Calliteara pudibunda

Muslin Moth Diaphora mendica*

Nut-tree Tussock Colcasia coryli

Knot Grass Acronicta rumcis*

Poplar Grey Subacronicta megacephala
Angle Shades Phlogophora meticulosa
Common Quaker Orthosia cerasi

Hebrew Character Orthosia gothica



Flame Shoulder Ochropleura plecta
Least Black Arches Nola confusalis

*Not previously recorded on Bealeswood Common

Other insects photographed by Alan Cox (AC) and Alex Potts (AP) are:
Small Heath with distinctive hind wings (AC) Small Copper on Buttercup flower (AP)
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Tree Bumblebee on Cow Parsley (AP)



Small Copper on Buttercup (AP) Small Heath nectaring on Buttercup (AC)

Large White and Orange-tip larvae (AP) Thick-legged Flower Beetle on
Common Spotted Orchid (AC)

Roesel’s Bush Cricket (AP) Male Common Blue (AC)




