Bealeswood Common Wildlife
October 2025

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG)
Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin Hall,
Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tuftt

Fungi Walk: Saturday 11t October (AA)
On a cloudy, cool day nine of us met on Bealeswood Common for my annual Fungi
walk. We began under the large oak in the centre of the Main Common. A lovely little
troupe of Bruising Webcap was our first find, the beautiful purple cap soon turns to
chestnut-brown although the stem and gills often remain purple. One of the identifying
markers for these fungi, is the russet web surrounding the stem (Fig.1).

As the sun started to break through, we moved into the woodland alongside the
path to The Bluebell, stopping to appreciate the still intact remnants of a large, old
Chicken of the Woods fungus with its layered bracket structure.

Into the nearby woods we were lucky enough to find examples of many common
woodland species including Chemical, White and Sulphur Knights and a glorious
example of False Death cap (Fig 2). Also, a rather stunted Hare’s Ear (Fig 3). Fungi
conspicuous by their absence, probably due to the lack of rain, included Amethyst
Deceiver, Deceiver (or Common Laccaria) and Rosy Bonnet.

A visit to the compost heap at the top of the Common brought great interest with
some paler than usual Tawney Funnel mushrooms (Fig 4), some spectacular Shaggy
Parasol mushrooms (Fig 5) and two species of Ink cap, the Hare’s Foot ink cap and a
Common ink cap. (Photos 1: A. Adolph, 2-4: A .Cox)
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1. Bruising Webcap 2. False Death Cap 3. Hare’s Ear 4. Tawney Funnel

Elsewhere in the common we found two species of Milk cap, some elusive Rosy
Bonnets, dozens of Common Bonnets and hundreds of Honey Fungus (Fig 6).

After a fungi-filled hour and a half we retired to The Bluebell for a lovely lunch
(thanks to Lucy) with a number of us partaking of their Mushrooms on toast, an
appropriate way to end a fungi walk, | felt!

Some particularly enthusiastic participants joined me for a further half hour, post
lunch, to take a look at some rather spectacular Burnt Knights (Fig 7) lower down the
Common and finished off with a fabulous Livid Pinkgill (Fig 8) in the grassland near
Gardeners Cottage. Thanks to all who joined in for a fun and interesting morning of
fantastic fungi. (Photos 5, 8: A Cox, 6-7: A. Adolph)
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Bealeswood EIm trees (CH)
Towards the bottom of the Main Common, a number of English Elms (Uimus procera)
occur mainly as saplings 1-3 metres tall, but also a few larger ones, including a

healthy looking one on the common boundary (see below).

Left: 6-7 metre tall
Elm on southern
boundary of

| Common in full leaf
+ | in summer of 2023.
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Right: Detail of
fissured EIm bark,
which provides a
useful identification
~ | guide in winter after
leaf fall. Leaf blades
F are asymmetric
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The English EIm is native tree to Southern Europe and because of its extensive
suckering is used for marking boundaries. EIm wood was widely used because of its
strength and durability, including boards for making coffins, chair seats and, locally,
boarding for old barns.

Few large elms exist now as Dutch Elm disease largely destroyed them from
our landscape. The fungus which causes Dutch EIm disease is carried and spread by
the Elm bark beetle, which hatches from its pupa in dead wood, and flies up to feed
on shoots in the tree. In this locality elms rarely exceed 4 m high before dying.

The trees may succumb to disease and die but new stems appear as suckers and
take its place. These suckers allow the tree to regenerate until they are caught by the
disease again, in a cycle of life and death. Many survive longer but as small
hedgerow shrubs, particularly when trimmed regularly.

Scientists continue to search for solutions to combat the disease and plant
breeders are now producing hybrid elms, some of which are proving immune from the
disease—so far at least.
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Dandelion-like flowers (DB)
Many flowers have “gone over” and set seed but a few individuals remain of a

dandelion-like Hawkweed or species of Hieracium. During the summer it put on an
amazing display in the sandy area of the Common above Lake Lane:

o L T | Left: Hieracium

) rigens on Main
Common in
August

Right: Detail of
stem, calyx and
petals (photo A
Potts)
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The Hawkweeds are very difficult to identify as there are many species that, to the
non-specialist, appear very similar. Identification requires microscope examination of
the leaves, the hairs under the leaves, the stem and the calices. There are some 58
species in south-east England alone and a book devoted to their identification.

Our specimens were shown to two expert botanists and for confirmation were
sent to the British and Irish Botanical Society’s referee on Hawkweeds who has
decreed that they are Hieracium rigens (Rigid Hawkweed). This is a new record for
the Common although the species is “widely distributed in sandy soils in Surrey”.

Ilvy; October’s best nectar source? (AP)
Ivy abounds in the hedges around the Common and its inconspicuous flowers are
important food sources for many insects as photographed by Alex this month:

Clockwise from top
left: European
Hornet, Wasp,
Bufftail Bumblebee
Red Admiral, Ant,
Ivy Mining Bee.

heWildlife of ¢

Nature’s Seasons Calendar 2026

Nature's Season

Once again Alan Cox has produced a calendar
highlighting the diverse nature to be found in the
Surrey-Hampshire borders. Copies can be purchased
(£9 each) at the Frensham Village Shop or delivery
within Dockenfield, and nearby, by contacting Alan Cox
(alanficox@gmail.com). All money raised will go to the
Frensham Churches Charity



mailto:alanfjcox@gmail.com

