Bealeswood Common Wildlife
September 2025

Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG)
Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin Hall,
Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tuftt

Flowers (DB, AB) Cyclamen or Sowbread

Whilst many of the late autumn flowers of the grassy areas have had their late
summer cut the verges in Bealeswood Lane have a good display of the bright pink
Cyclamen. These are clearly escapes from neighbouring gardens but are now
naturalised so are counted as part of Bealeswood’s rich flora. There are 3 species of
Cyclamen in the UK and all occur in the south of the country as, with climate change,
they are migrating northwards through Europe and the UK.

The species we have is Cyclamen hederofolium (named for its ivy-like leaves) or
Sowbread (named after pigs that like its tasty corms). It is an autumn-flowering
perennial first recorded in the UK in 1597. This common garden flower arises from a
large corm, and the flowers appear upside-down (pic below). Following flowering the
seeds are then coiled up in the flower stem and pushed into the ground.

The seeds are coated with a substance that attracts ants and they take the seeds
back to their nests where they are discarded and further dispersed; a process known
as myrmecochory- seeds dispersed by ants, you heard it here first.
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Cyclamen hederofolium in ditch to
Main Common showing detail of
flowers with bent-back petals.
Where the petals are bent back the
magenta-coloured inflexion points
are developed into auricles. Note
coiled up flower stem burying the
seeds at the base of the plant.

The background leaves are there to
confuse you as these really are Ivy
leaves (Hedera helix) and not C.
hederofolium leaves. These appear
after flowering.

Fungi (AA)

With the arrival of the much needed, refreshing rains of the last few weeks the search
for the new crop of Fungi on the Common has begun in earnest.

My highlights so far this month are: a wonderful little colony of Burgandydrop
Bonnets, (Mycena haematopus). A spectacular specimen of the Chicken of the
Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus). A whole group of freshly emerged, and appropriately
named, Hare's Foot Inkcaps (Coprinus lagopus). A spectacular Common Stump
Brittlestem on a moss-covered wood. Finally, a new bolete for Bealeswood; Matt
Bolete (Xerocomus pruinatus) with it's dark brown velvety cap and yellow and pink
stem.



Clockwise from top left; Chicken of the Woods (40 cm high), Hare's Foot Inkcap (cap 2 cm across), Common
Stump Brittlestem (photo Alan Cox), Burgandydrop Bonnet (1.5 cm tall) (photos Amanda Adolph).

Flies (Diptera) AC

We have two new fly records from Bealeswood Common this month and they are
both spectacular examples of this large order (about 7,000 species in the UK).

The Common Tachinid fly (Tachina fera) is one of the most striking flies seen in the
UK, with its spiky, yellow and black abdomen. It is a large fly (9-14 mm long) and
feeds on a range of flowers; here photographed on our Devil’'s Bit Scabious. The fly’s
larva is parasitic on Noctuid moth caterpillars.

A similar-coloured fly recorded this month is the Yellow-barred Peat hoverfly
(Sericomyia silentis). Its normal range is mountainous and moorland terrains but also
recorded from local heathland areas (e.g. Thursley). A common nectar plant is, again,
Devil’s Bit Scabious, but here it is resting on a Bracken frond.
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Common Tachinid fly (Tachina fera) feeding Yellow-barred Peat hoverfly (Sericomyia silentis)
on Devil’s Bit Scabious resting on Bracken

Moths and Butterflies and (PH, AP and AC)

The moth trap was run on 18-19t" September, on land adjacent to Bealeswood Common,
with a catch of 39 species (two are pictured below), of which 5 are new for Bealeswood.
The full list of the species found below.

Male of September Thorns moth Angle Shades moth (Phlogophora meticulosa)
(Ennomos erosaria)

Moth List Keeper’s Cottage September 17"
A misty, warm night after days of rain.
Macro-moths

Drepanidae

Oak hook Tip Watsonalla binaria

Oak Lutestring Cymatophorina diluta
Geometridae

Riband Wave Idaea aversata
Maiden’s Blush Cyclophora punctaria
Pine Carpet Pennithera fermata

Grey Pine Carpet Thera obeliscata
Cypress Pug Eupithecia phoeniceata
Brimstone Opisthograptis luteolata
September Thorn Ennomos erosaria



Feathered Thorn Colotois pennaria m

Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria

Light Emerald Campaea margaritaria

Erebidae

Straw Dot Rivula sericealis

Snout Hypena proboscidalis

Four-spotted Footman Lithosia quadra
Noctuidae

Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis

Copper Underwing Amphipyra pyramidea

Angle Shades Phlogophora meticuloa

Rosy Rustic Hydraecia micacea

Small Wainscot Denticucullus pygmina

Sallow Cirrhia icteritia

Lunar Underwing Omphaloscelis lunosa
Centre-barred Sallow Atethmia centrago
Brindled Green Dryobotodes eremita

Deep Brown Dart Aporophyla lutulenta
Northern Deep Brown Dart Aporopyla lueneburgenis
White-point Mythimna albipuncta

Obscure Wainscot Leucania obsoleta

Flame Shoulder Ochropleura plecta

Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba
Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing Noctua fimbriata
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing Noctua janthe/janthina
Square-spot Rustic Xestia xanthographa
Setaceous Hebrew Character Xestia c-nigrum
Autumnal Rustic Eugnorisma glareosa
Micro-moths

Elbow-striped Grass- veneer Agriphila geniculea
Long-horned Flatbody Carcina quercana

Large Fruit-tree Tortrix Archips podana

Box Moth Cydalima perspectalis

Hairstreak Highlights

The grassland edges, scrub and woodland on Bealeswood provide habitats for 3 of
the 5 British Hairstreak butterflies as photographed by Alex Potts below:

Green Hairstreak; Late spring- Purple Hairstreak; Summer  Brown Hairstreak; a priority species
early summer on scrub on our mature Oaks for conservation and new BWRG record



As well as a rich variety of grassland butterflies, Bealeswood Common is
home to three of the five UK Hairstreak butterflies, each making use of different parts
of the landscape — from grassland edges to woodland canopy.

The Green Hairstreak is the first to arrive in late spring/early summer. Its
shimmering green underwings can be spotted in sunny clearings and scrubby edges,
where it basks low to the ground. A sign of a healthy mix of open ground and scrub.

The Purple Hairstreak, usually seen flitting high in the oak canopy, has
been observed darting around smaller ash trees, and females have been seen laying
eggs at the base of oak buds. A separate survey over the past three years has
confirmed a healthy and stable population on the Common, a great indicator of
mature, thriving trees.

Most exciting of all is the recent confirmation of the Brown Hairstreak, a
priority species for conservation, that lays its eggs on young blackthorn. Eggs and
caterpillars have been recorded here for the past three years, and this summer, two
females were seen feeding on bramble — a great sign that the Common is supporting
its full life cycle. Its discovery on the Common is significant because it confirms that
the Common’s habitat mosaic of grassland, scrub, and hedgerow is supporting one of
the UK’s more elusive butterflies.

Together, these three hairstreaks show how important it is to value the
‘edges’ of habitats — the scrubby corners, the tree lines, and the sunny glades.



