Bealeswood Common Wildlife
Bealeswood Wildlife Recording Group (BWRG), September 2024
Amanda Adolph, Dan & Alison Bosence, Alan & Pauline Cox, Philippa & Colin Hall,
Alex Potts, Roger & Jill Trout, and Anne Tutt

See also at www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/wildlife
Bealeswood Common/BWRG events:

Talk on local Geology
Tuesday 8" of October-720 Million Years of History; The Geology of Frensham and

Dockenfield by Professor Dan Bosence. Hosted by the Frensham and Dockenfield
History Group. 7.30 pm, Marindin Hall, Frensham. Free for members, non-members
£3.00 at the door.

Nature Walks

Informal, family-friendly events, for which there is no charge. Our final two walks of the
year are listed below. Please contact the leader then arrive at the stated time near the
noticeboard and seat at the top of the Common.

Note revised date:

Saturday 12th October; 09:30-11:00. Small mammals of Bealeswood Common.
Contact Roger or Jill Trout: troutdpc@gmail.com

Saturday 26th October; 11:00-12:30. Fungi of Bealeswood Common, adjourn to
the Bluebell. Contact Manda Adolph: amandaadolph@gmail.com

Exhibition

19t - 20t October- Photographers and artists will be featuring Bealeswood wildlife
at “The Art and Craft of our Parish” being held at the Church of the Good Shepherd,
The Street, Dockenfield, GU104HU. 10.00 till 4.00.

Alan Cox and Alex Potts combine their photographic skills to produce an exhibit on
“Nature’s Corridor” running from Frensham, through Dockenfield to Alton. Amanda
Adolph will be displaying her photographs for the first time and Claire Jackson will be
showing her exquisite, miniature paintings of local species.

More information at http://www.dockenfieldpc.org.uk/activities.html

Working Party

Sunday 17" November. 10.00 am. Meet at the bench and noticeboard, suitably
clothed and shod. Work gloves recommended but tools supplied. Refreshments will
be provided.

Each year we hold a working party to help with the habitat management on the
Common. This year we shall focus on cutting back branches and scrub that have
encroached onto the grassland areas. This will be led by our Waverley Countryside
Warden: Vicky Keller.



Flowers and Insects (DB, PH, AC & AP)

A small number of flowers come into bloom in the late summer and autumn and provide
much needed food (nectar and pollen) for our insects which then provide pollination
(fertilisation) for the flowers. Amongst the 50 or so plants in flower recorded this month
the following are in full bloom and attracting a range of insects: Devil's Bit Scabious
(Succisa pratensis), Michaelmas Daisy (Aster x salignus), Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea),
Common Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and Ivy (Hedera
helix). Below we illustrate these and their visiting feeders and pollinators:
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Vestal cuckoo bee on Devil's Bit Scabious (AP) Carder Bee on Devil's Bit Scabious (AC)

Tiger Hoverfly on Fleabane (AP)
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Small Copper on Yarrow (AP). Thick-legged flower Meadow Brown on
beetle on Geranium (AP) Ragwort (AP)




In September we were delighted to see the reappearance of the Small Copper
butterfly. Brilliantly coloured orange & black, it has several broods each year, but the
earlier ones had not been spotted on the Common. However, now they can be seen
searching for nectar on Fleabane and Scabious, among other later flowering plants, and
searching out the new growth of their larval food, Common or Sheep’s Sorrel. The eggs
can be laid well into October — and even November in some exceptional years —
hatching after about a week. The caterpillars of this last brood will start to feed while the
weather is still warm, but will then hibernate before resuming eating in Spring, and
pupating in April.

The moth trap run in September on land adjacent to Bealeswoood
Common had a disappointingly low number of species — 12 in all — but of these 4
were new to Bealeswood. Full list of species see end of this notice.

Fungi (AA)

September with its warm rain and humid air has brought fungi season in with a
rush. Bealeswood’s mycelia are blooming in profusion. The woodland floors are
covered with regulars. Early showing from our prolific Onion Earthballs (Scleroderma
cepa) were out done only by many Rooting Boletes (Caloboletus radicans), so called
because of root like fibres protruding from the base of the stem. With Charcoal
Burners, Common Earthballs and a number of Bonnet mushrooms starting to show.

White Knights (Tricholoma album), Red Cracking Boletes and Bitter
Oysterlings are back in profusion, and we had two shield mushrooms new to
Bealeswood this September; the Deer Shield and the Willow Shield, a very pretty,
blue-grey colour.

Other newcomers include the Brown Birch-bolete (Leccinum scabrum), a
Tuberous polypore (Polyporus tuberaster), the Artist's Conk (Ganoderma
applanatum- named for the fact that the smooth white finely pored underside was
traditionally used as substitute for an artist’s canvas), Flammulaster muricatus an
ochre coloured saprobic mushroom that smells of Pelagoniums, and a large group of
Aniseed Cockleshell fungi hiding under some deadwood lower down the common,
which smell of aniseed sweets.

Artist's Conk



Moth Survey

Those species new to Bealeswood are in Bold

September 17" 2024 at Keeper’s Cottage,

Bealeswood

Common name

Scientific name

Oak Hook-tip Watsonalla binaria
Treble Brown Spot Idaea trigaminata
Brimstone Opisthograptis luteolata
Straw Dot Rivula sericealis

Snout Hypena proboscidalis

Dewick’s Plusia

Macdunnoughia
confusa

Lunar Underwing

Omphaloscelis lunosa

Brindled Green

Dryobotodes eremita

Common Wainscot

Mythimna pallens

Large Yellow Underwing

Noctua pronuba

Broad-bordered yellow
Underwing

Noctua fimbriata

Square-spot Rustic

Xestia Xanthographa




